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Work on the farm wes hard, but nevertheless, his varents vere adble
to have him sttend the primary end high schools at Iola. He spent
one yesr in the Racine Hig: Bchool from which he graduated in 190h.

At thet time he had chosen his life work and was de-
Larzined to sttend the University of Wisconsin which he antered the
same year. He had a hard schadule because he had to earn his way
through school and at times, thot wvork, together with his studies
would overtsx his obysical strength. He persxhtcd, hovever, and
finished his course in the College of Letters and Science and the
Lov School at the University of Wisconsin and was averded the de-
gres of Bacheler of Lews on Juns 23, 1909, He was an outstanding
scholar which is sttested Dy the fact that he was commencement
orator in the gradusting exsrcises upon his finishing Law School
and wvas elected to membership in the Order of Coif, honorsry legal
scholastic Scclety of the Law School., He slso hecame a member of
Phi Alphs Delta legal Iraternity.

Adolph R. 3anceky, s member of our BEar, graduated from
the University of Wisconsin with Mr. Benson and both of them re-
turned to liscine and forrei the partnsrship of Janecky & Eenson
which they continued for s period of three years. Thereafter, Nr.
Benson practiced lev in Racine until his dea’h, either individually,
or as » senior partner of a firm, Allyn L. Mopenaon was assoeiated
with him from 1927 to 1933; Donsld A. Butchart became & member of
the fira in 1930; his nephew, Emery B. Benson entered the lav
firm in 1936 and in 1945 Fugene L. Haley entered the raztnership
whieh was engaged in the yrasctice of lav at the time of Fr. Benaon's

death under the nems of Benson, Butchart, Haley & Benson,
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STATE OF WISCONSIN : _CIRCUIT COURT_ : _RACINE COUNTY
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RESPONSE OF THE COURT TO THE MEMORIAL
PRESENTED BY THE RACINE COUNTY BAR
ASSOCIATION ON BEHALF OF GUY A. BENSON,

Deceased.
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The hablts developed_during many years of hard work

made 1t very difficult for'Guy Benson to adjust himself to

shorter hours of labor when the state of his health so
‘required. There was the constant urge to do more and I do
not think he ever became reconciled to the limltations forced
~upon him,

The law is a hard taskmaster and to achieve admission
to the Bar and to providé the necessary expenses involved by
the individual efforts of the aspirant 1s a feat difficulf
and perhaps impossible to fully appreclate by others.

However dlfficult this may be admirable tralits of character
seem to be developed in the procesé. His fine inherent and
developed tralts of character appealed to the peopls of the
area in which he lived and practiced his'profession.‘,These
qualities brought to hls office as many‘and at times ﬁore
clients than he could serve with reascnable efforts on his
part. He merited and enjoyed theilr copfidence and he indust-
riously and ably served them well. _ |

From a civil and professional standpoint he derived a
deep sense of satisfactlon from service so rendered in such
capacitissg.

' It was a matter of cholce and not é question of abllity
vwhich prompted him to avoid when possible the streass gnd

strain of trial work. When a situation so required he con-




ducted hlmself courteously and ably in the trial of cases and

enjoyed the respect of the courts in which he appeared.
Throughout hls professional 1life he brought credit

to himself and to the honorable profession of which he was

a member. He left this 1llfe as he had llved it,~- a good man,

a good citizen and an able and respected lawyer,

He has taken hls final departure from among us and we
shall miss him. We commend him to a better life beyond the
péwer of hﬁman belings to providé. There remalns with us the
memory of his life,- a far better Memorial than words however
well chosen can eXpresse

The Memorial presented by the Racine County Bar Associa-
tion and this response will be spread® upon the records of

this court.

Dated at Racine, Wlisconsin, November 21, 1949,
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IN MEMORIAM
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IN CIRCUIT COURT, RACINE COUNTY

HAROLD JOSEPH SPORER
MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT: =
The Committee appointed by the Racine County Bar .
Assoclaticn fespéctfully presents to the Court this memorial to
the 1ife and character of HAROLD JOSEPH SPORER, for more than
twenty-two years a_beloved:&nd—feéﬁéctéd member of the Racine

County Bar, who died at Raclne, Wisconsin, March 23rd, 1949,

at the age of forty-five years.

HAROLD JOSEPH SPORER was born in the City of
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, on May 2nd, 1903. i

His father, Thomas J. Sporer, and his mother, Anna
Mary-(Stodolé) Sporer, were born in the Unlted étates, the”
children of immigrants to this country from Bohemia. Thomas J.
Sporer 1s now retired, after having spent the greater bortionﬁof
his life as & general bullding contractor in the City of
Mapitowoc and vicinity. Anna Mary Sporer died at Manitowoc
in February, 1938, Harold had two Qisters,--Rose Eporer, now Mrs,
Eugéne Gould, of LosaAngeleé, California, and Evelyn Sporer, now
Mrs. Frank Hﬁnek,mof ﬂanitovoc: Wisconsin.

"_ "As a boy he attended"tﬁe grade schools and the
Manitowoc High School, from which he graduated in June, 1921. It
vas during his early school days that he developed the studious
character that was to remain his throughout his life. He then

evidenced an intense interest in all branches of high school




studles and he applied himself to these studles with industfy,
sincerity’of purpose and determination. It was lnevitable that
he was to receive excellent grades and to‘be regarded by his
teachers and fellow students as a most promising scholar,

During school vacations he busied himself by working
on his uncle's farm and for his father in the construction trade.
These early occupationé were.in part responsible for the
aevelopment in him of two traits of character which influenced
his entire life. '

From his experience on the farm he acquired a genuine
interest in and love of all things natural. The woods, flelds,
and streams afforded him many happy hours of énjoyment, and, as
vas typical of Harold, he set himself to learning all he could
about the plant and snimal life to be found in them. Hunting and
fishing vere favorite pastimes with him and he became fery proficient
in botﬁ of these sports. This interest in nature and the love
of the outdoors remeined with him always.

In the buil&ing trade he acquired what may be described
- a8 a thoroughness which was to typify his svery action.in‘later
life. He learned the value of exactlitude and the vitality of
detail. These early lessons were never forgotten and were re-
peatedly épplied during his career as a lawyer.

In the fall of 1921 Mr. Sporer entered the Universlty
of Wisconsin; from which he graduated in June, 1926 with the
degrees of B.A. and L.L.B., He also attended Summer School at the
University 6f‘M1chigén:  During his college career, he eng&geﬁ in .
many.student activities and was particularly successful in debating.

His ability as a student was recognized by his professors and




classmates alike, and 1t followed almost as & matter of course that
he was elected to the Order of the Coif in Junme of 1926,

Prior to graduation from law school, Mr. Sporer and
two of his classmates had planned an extensive‘huhting and ex-
ploratidn trip into the hinterlands of Alaska, Much time was
spent during the final'mdnths of schoolnplapning“and preparing
for thls venture. When the time of departure came, the other two
boys were unable to go. Most anyone, save Mr, Sporer, would
have given up the idea or at least postponed 1t until a later date,
but thls wes not so of Harold. He bad planned to go to Alaska.

He had prepared to go tS Alaska.” He was determined.to 36 to
Alaska. He reasoned,--or was 1t a premonition,--that if he did
not go to Alaska then, he never would. So he went to Alaskﬁ -
alone - where he spent several mon;hs hunting, fish;ng“and_camping
in the unbeaten areas of that vast territory. His only company
during these months was an occasional sourdoughiwhom he encountered
on his travels, Hls early training as an outdoor man and as a
marksman was mostnuaeful to him on this occasion, and he added
greatly to his already considerable knowledge of nature and -
voodcraft by making the trip in spite of the upset in the original
plans. '

To those of us who knew Mr. Sporer intimately the eplsode
of the Alaské tfip demonstrates in_him a predominant characteristic--
”determiﬁatipn. Once & carefully conceived plan of action was
decided upon, there was no disappointment keen enough, no obstacle
insurmountable enough, tp deter Mr., Sporer from the pursuit of
that plan; and his plans succeedéd, in business, in law and in life.

Mr. Sporer was admitted to the Bar of the State of
Wisconsin January &, 1927 and soon after became associated with

! 3.




the firm of Simmons, Walker & Wratten, of thls City. He signed
the Roll of the Racine County Bar in the Circuit Court on April
12, 1927. On January 1, 1930 he became & member of his firm,
which then 5ecéme known as Simmons, Walker, Wratten & Sporer, and
with which he remained assoclated during his entire career as a
lawysr. :
_ On June 18, 1931 he was married to Helen Dorothy
Rankin, of Duluth, Minnesota, whb-was at that time emﬁ;oyed in
this City. 'This event marked the beginning‘of what was to be a
happy and cohtenfedlfamily'life. There was one child, Anne Sporer,
born August 1%, 1932, who 1z now ahsenio: at Washington Park
High School. Harold and his wife vere well sulted to each other
and both activély participated 1n the soclal, educational and
political functions of the community. Thelr efforts, in this
regard, brought to them many friends and acquaintances and earned
for‘them the respect and good will of all who knew them.
The attributes of thoroughness, determination and
scholarship vhich we have mentioned were applied with full force
by Mr. Sporer wlth hls practice of the law, It was not long before
his ability was recogniéed and he was soon iﬁ‘charge of serious and
' complicated litigation. His preparation of the facts involved
in any case was thorough and complete., His briefing of the law _
was alwvays thorough, complete apd schol&fly. His application of the
lav to the facts was invariably consistent andureasonable and never
did he contend for a stilted or incongruous construction of the law.
He practiced law upon phe basic theory that true justice
should be acﬁompliqhed\;nupvery case. If, after carefully reviewing
the facts and the lawv, he w@s of the opinion that his client was in
4,




the wrong, he did not hesitate to so advise him, If, however, he
reached a contrary conclusion, he would maintaln and defend that
position regardless of the attacks made upon 1t, regardless of the
amount in controversy, regardless of the energy, labor and expense
necessary, and with the full brilliance of a keen legal mlnd,

The development and growth of the law were matters of
vital concern to him. Harold never ceased to;study and to learn.
He attended many legal E;inics in different parts of the country
in order-to keep abreast of the rapldly changing law in several
important fields. . The field of Taxation, both State and Federal,
absorbed his intereéﬁ, and he became recognized as an autﬁority
on this subject. He prepared and dellvered several very learned
papers dn-tﬁe subjéct of Taxation before the local Bar Assoclations
throughout the State. Dufing recent years he was honored by an
invitation to arrange and supervise a series of lectures before the
Law School at the University of Wisconsin on this subject, an
invitation which he cheerfully accepted and amply Jjustified.

His wide experience and speciallzed knowledge called for
his services“bafore all the courts of the State, the Federal Courts
and the various speclal tribunals of both the State and Federal
Governments. He was a competent and thorough trial 1awyér. The re
vas an atmosphére about him, in the trial of a law.sult, of earnest-
ness, sincerity and absoluterintegrity which was truly genulne and
never failed to agrgeably,impresa the Court or jury, or both.

In the matter of appeals to the Appellate Courta, he
was especialiy competent. The rulei.of procédure were”meticulously
followed and his briefs on the facts and the law were invariably

the result of many hours of study and the applicatlion of a
‘5:
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methodical and brilliant legal eind. Hie presentation of a case
on appeal matched the excellence of his briefs. The permanent
records of the courts of this State and the Natioﬁ contain ampie
evidence of his contribution to the administration of justice and
wlll forever bear witness to whet we have so humbly endeavored to
say. |

Mr. Sporer vas active in the local Bar Association and
was elected'fresident in 1945‘ He was a meober‘of the Wieoooein
Bar Aseociation for many years and was a member of the Board of
Governors in 1943 He vas eleo a member of the Americen Bar
Association., He regﬁlarly attended meetings of Ehese‘bodies and,
over the years; ectively engaged in their discussions and bueinese.

Hhile he never aspired to or ran for public office, Mr.
Sporer was vitally 1ntereeted in all political mattere 1ooa1,
state and national. He was a member of the Racine County Republican
organizetion and took an active part in all political campaigns.
He was a consefvative Repﬁblican by steadfast bellef and honest
oonviction. He consisfently adhered to the principles of the .
Republican pafty, except that he did not belleve county offices
should be oe a partisan basis and he wouid occasionally support a
Demooret for-county offices provided he was convinced that the
Democrat ees better qualifieo then his Republican oppoment. His
advice on political and economic problems was frequently sought and
highly respected by the recipients.

Harold's early 1ntereet in the out-of-~ doors never paled,
He continued ‘to spend what-time he could afford in the flelds and
on the lakes and streams. Meoy a November morning found him in

6.




the duck blind on Brown's Lake or in the forests of Northern
Wisconsin where he hunted bartridge, deer and bqar. "He was a
life member of the Belle City Rifle Club, and for several con-
secutive years he qualified as an expert rifleman. He was also
a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Eiks and an
original member of the Board of'TrusteeL of the Cove School.

"It would be impossible to relate all of the memorable
. incidents and gualities of a 1life that Las 80 full and complets
as that of Mr. Sporer. In terms of years his life was lamentably
short, but in terms of aécomplishment, of living vigorouslj
in a righteous way and of remaining steadfast to truth and
integrity, his life was very full indeed.

“There is nothing'which mustend, to be valued

.for 1ts continuance. If hours, days, months

and years pass away, 1t 1s no matter what hour,

day, month or year we dile. |[The applause of a
good actor is due to him at |whatever scene

of the play he makes his exﬁt."
’ :};?%y
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