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THUMAS MATTHEW KEARNEY was born ‘on. December 17, 1856,
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_' on a farm 1n the town of Raymond Rac1ne County, Wisconsln. ) He B f

WF

was thetson of Mlchael and Mary Ann (Whaley) KEarney who settled

-

in the town of Raymond in 1852,,and who became the parents of four-
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teen chlldren. The Kearney homestead con31sted of a log cabln and

rough outbulldrngs.. One of the old bulldlngs, & barn constructed

.

with oak tlmbers hewn.out of native trees by men wreldlng broad

axes, was reconstructed as 1ate as 1930.'.'° \”“,ﬁ'gp f . L
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'-,“ .. ; g There was an old Indlan tra11 across the farm and,

when in a remlniscent mood Mr Kearney Would tell of Indlans com-

1ng to the farm and worklng for hls father.r He remembered them as
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honest, klndly and 1ndustr10us.~ Wolwes were occaslonally kllled

T

on or near the farm, and the country abounded 1n game, - ducks and

L

::f geese in season, prair1e chlckens, rabblts, squlrrels, and. great

hordes of w11d pigeons. He became expert Wlth rifle and shot gun,"
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valuabie a1ds to. the 1arder in: those days."
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f“.;-flﬁt" Mr. Kearney's early lrfe was that of bhe. average boy

[

on a farm in that perlod.‘ Hheawork of plow1ng, planting, and har-

vestlng was: all done by the crudest means~and those ramlllee which

' were fortunate 1n strong, Wllllng eons were most prosperous. He

dlscussed and debated. ',‘ : - S _wj}

“

was 1n the fields helplng ‘a8 Well as he could when scarcely more
than a . Chlld. Durlng the wrnter season~he attended the district

school, and such papers, magazlnes and books as could be obtained

were read aloud to the iamlly 1n ‘the evenlngs and the1r contents

o Y- e
~ -, (" - "

o f . ‘e i
et . - .

He recelved a 11tt1e more than the ordlnary prepara-

. .
] Fl
i ,._’ o

tlon for 11fe by attending a‘?select school“ which was\malntalned
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by the mlnrster of one of the nearby churches.. He dlsplayed, as
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& young man, ablllty 1n declaiming the old favorlte oratlons and

1. )‘ - _‘

eeleetlons used for "eohool.exercises"‘ and became 1nterested in

:.‘

the technlque of speech, the proper ertlculatlon of Words,~ clarlty

_ and power of enunolation. r-;ff;ii = " L,"-j:_{ﬂ “[ ﬂu_ ?'ﬁ_‘-;‘e;
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When he was twenty he attended PlO Ncno School at St.

Francleffln Mllwaukee County, for a year. ' He borrowed the tuition

I3

from hls father,_and Worked durlng hls twenty-flret year for e15

* )

La month, out of whlch he repald the advance. R ‘J'ﬁf‘?“jﬂ?” N
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f‘ej-; HlS llfe would perhaps have been spent on a farm (although

the active, 1nquir1ng qualltles of hlS mlnd make thls 1mprobab1e}
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e severe storm Was raglng, gone to town on foot for a doctor. He
. “ _.“ .

managed to reach home again but both.of hle feet were badly frozen.
Ae the reeult of thls accldentv hle r1ght foot e 80 dleabled that

he wae unfltted for the aotlve, heavy work of a farmer, and he euff-
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at. o
ered greatly from 1ts effects,“but uncomplalnlngly.,durlng‘the re-f
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meinder of hls 1ife.. % ;}fﬁ.{jf - 5‘iv'xpfgfc e ey
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'“er‘ He sought and obtalned a. teacher' }certlflcate, and taught1
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echool.au old Dletrlct Number 6 and, leter, iR the Academy‘at Rochester
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and the Waterfor& ngh_School.h He was County Superlntendent of Schoolel

for a. tlme, and as such conducteo the teacher's conventlons,~at whlch

the work of the county-school teachers was discueeed and the ! ourrlculum

- . .
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determ;ned. Durlng thls perlod he met Katharlne Rohr, a woman of modest..

f

,:Jand retlrlng dlsp031tlon.but supreme excellence of . character, Who was

aleo teechmng 1n the country schools, and whom he later marrled. w{
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':*t”'f.,, HlS work w1th the educatlonal iorces of the county‘brought

......

become a, member of the 1ega1 profe551on. In furtherence of thzs am-j'

hltlon he read*law 1n the ofilcee of Fleh and Dodge at R301ne, and in’

,." -
Ly w L .
DT " f

due couree was admltted to the bar on JUne 30r 1884. .'?f ﬂ
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o 1f he had not, auring the 111ness of one of the famlly, -ahd whlle g ﬂﬂ"”
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am L

'—'after with HEnry'Allen Cooper, durlng Whlch period the flrm of rjf,
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Mr. Kearney'practlsed 1aw for about ten years at Burllng-y'

.‘.‘ N

ton, part of the tlme 1n partnershlp w1th.nrnst Merton, and there-ﬁi Lo
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Gooper & Kearney maintalned offlces both at Ra01ne and Burllngton.
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After Mr. Cooper was elected to Congress, Mr. Kearney assoc1ated

w1th h1m hls brother-lnilawm Louls H. Rohr, w1th whom he malntalned

<'|.J.
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offlces at Burllngton, unt11 Mr. Kearney oame to Rac1ne 1n 1893 to

LY

become assoc;ated w1th Hon. Joshua.Erlc Dodge” under the firm name

-

T of Dodge & Kearney, wrth‘off1ces in the Flrst Natlonal,Bank Bulld-u

1ng. Thls flrm was dlesolved through.Mr. Dodge becomlng a381stant
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United States Attorney General early 1n 1895, mhereupon Mr. Kearney
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on JUne 15, 1895, assoclated w1th h1m Willlam D. Thompson, under'
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the flrm name of Kearney & Thompson.;--.'ﬂﬁi' ?“.-' .t
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In September, 1900, Peter J. Myers was admltted as a, part-

ner, the firm becomlng Kearney, Thompson & Myers., In July, 1913, i‘;-?-f

Thomas M. Kearney, Ir., .was adm1tted to the bar, and on. January 1,

"1914 301ned the flrm, thereafter known‘as Kearney, Thompson, Myers

& Kearney. The flrm dissolved May 1, 1914 ThomsSxM. Kearney, Sr.

retlrlng for‘a tlme from actlve practlce, but Eeeplng hls office'

wlth Thompson, Myers & KEarney untll the month,of Septemberr 1923,
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'3 when ‘he organlzed the flrm of Kearney, Kearney & Kbelbel,'oomposed

- est 1aborer of today would con51der 1ntolerable,

g,
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of himself, hls son, Thomas M. Kearney, Jr. and Harold M. Koelbel,

"
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engaged untilrhls death._ﬁ"
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u1th offlces 1n the Arcade Bulldlng, where Mr. Kearney'was actlvely
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i‘.eiﬁu. An understandlng of hlS early env1ronment makes it ea51er
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to oomprehend hls later development, and, perhaps, eome of hls
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seemingly un5001a1 traits. h;»*\
Hls early baokground was llfe 1n condltions whlch the poor- ;

Utter simplicity,‘

b rlgld economy,.heavy,.unremitting toil, and the drab solitude of
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;country'life as then 11ved were hlS portlon, w1thout those oppor---
tunlties cf esoape Whlch are sg common_now.‘ Hablts of, 1ndustry

- ! TRy ! .
-were formed at the outset and<were.never,forgottena ;o ,‘zf
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“4 In the conduct of hrs personal,llfe he followed,the -_*
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81mp1e code of a Purltan,*whlle belng at the same tlme dev01d of .

Y

He had, 1n fact, a w1de and tolerant understandlng of

fanatic1Sm.

human nature, and fcrgave readily'the lapses and failures of others '

~ 1

w1thout ever deviatlng frcm.hls own personal 1deals of conduct.
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.;ﬁ-rf-‘ _ Because he was obllged to: compete upon,hls admrssron to
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the bar w1th Iawyers Whose educational advantages Were superlor to
hls own, he worked and struggled the harder and more asslduously

to make up What he may have deemed a. laok in himself, and thus never

5-excused any failure to prepare a case thoroughly upon_the facts ora

the lawe l..f‘;.i ';_f*l K i',uﬁgju',f C 'J:._~»,F“

AL '
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'151"-, ';* Hls associatlon with John T. Flsh,and Joshua E. Dodge\‘”A

I

=‘cable thereto would evolve=necessar11y and" w1thcut effort.:

e
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_\-at hlS desk early and late

3

taught him that the facts 1n any case were all 1mportant, and that
completely prepared and properly*evaluated, the ruIe cf law*appll--f

HlS.

.‘-

analyt1ca1 power was unusual.. HlS memory of the- evidence glven 1n

‘a tr1a1 wae marvelous. It was imp0351b1e tc conceal any deta11

from hlm of a matter 1n Whlch he became 1nterested

-

w1th equal fa0111ty from cause to effect or from effect to cause,

LI

and had an uncanny ablllty to ferret out the unfavcrable a5’ well

‘
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“ag the favorable factors in- any problem. ,ﬂ 3’:3_:‘:;
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For many years aIter h1s admlsslon to the bar he worked

He had, or thought he had,,no 1e1sure,

to cultivate soc1a1 contacts. He greW'to regard hlB home as a'

-‘sanctuary where he mlght relax and recuperate, rather than a.meet-

L.

He reasoned N

lng place for others.-
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HlS busmnes° and profess10na1 dutles brcught

[T ,'

clcee assocration W1th.men oi every degree of ablllty, with

* e

.




“'?f;.-.punctilious.

. -eeouence have thought h1m aloof and un5001al.

';”l' fand was: never too busy'to'glve an ‘ear - to those 1n the profess1on,
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R petitlon in bankruptcy for any c11ent
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rascals.‘ Wearled of the daily clash oi w1lls and amb1t1ons when

4 H

- evenlng came he preferred the peace and quiet of his 11brary,

."where he could w1thdraw from.the complexltles of 11fe,.$o.any

form of social act1V1ty. Some who dld not know h1m may 1n con.

e "‘ o -

Thls would be a mig-"

Judgment He really was more than oxdlnarlly 1nterestéd in others.
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¢whatever thelr age or standlng, WhO came to him for help, and en-"

':deavcr to. a531st them,w1th adv1ce and suggestlons,‘uww,

- .. " r" - ..
oY He had a: keen sense of humor, and,'when,free from cares Lo
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E and immedmate dutles, cculd keep any gatherlng, small or large,.‘

\fconvulsed at hls characterlzatlons, comments and anecdoﬁes. He had

- X g .

"'phy51cal and nervous strength and=energy, and boundless courage and

L ,"P 4

enthu31asm., Thls made h1m Al tower of strength to any cause he es-

.-

B poused, and lnsplred cllents and assocrates Wlth hope and confldence.
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e Hls great pride was 1n,an.uncomprqm1s1ng adherence to the'.
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:'right as he saw 1t and.ln his personaljantegrlty. He never drew a
. -
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Hlsamlnd worked along. con—‘;
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;structive lines, and he Would\seek any way'out of a busrnessl
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.tlon rather than asslst e cllent to
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repudlate hls obllgatlo 8

. ’

-V-'.abhorred dlvorces, and for the last thlrty years of practlce, he

handled only two such cases, one for g frlend whom he could not re-’
n“fuse._ He would not move to a551st one whose dlfflcultles were brought

S

;?ﬁ irabout by an act crlmlnal 1n 1ts nature, or the result of 1mmoral or.

- N

'ﬂﬁnonprobrious conduct, except to “confess and restcre” ‘and pay whatever

penalty was Justly and properly lmposed.
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In his deallngs With hlS'partners nr. Kearney was very

.

He seldomohandled any cash hlmself and left the maklng
A : g

experts in every'fleld, With.some great scholars, and some great l:'{
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up of the partnership statements to the bookkeeper or to other members
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f fclient too‘lowy he would not accept any remuneration over and above

'}‘
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of the firm, and took their word for the firm‘e financial condi--
N .
tion and accepted the tiguree tendered when,any d1v1sion of part-
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nership earnlnge was about to be made.' Between 1894 and 1914, the

[3
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returns to hie firm were relatively not large, and his 1ncome from

L 1 .t - . " !.

profe551onal work wae much smaller than qu generally‘thought.‘

. R *

- _ﬂ .” Mr. Kearney would become terribly'angry at timee when he -

felt that he had been unduly'abused or mistreated or an 1njust1ce
- \ ok
was belng perpetrated on himself or a client, but as a rule his anger
RS R s -
pasaed away and he rarely cheriehed a laeting grudge againet any one

z

and persons whom he might regard as hls enemies wére extremely few.
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P0351b1y at variance with the'popular 1mpression, 1t lS recognized

* v

‘5_by thoee most cloeely aasociated w1th him that Mr. Kearney practieed

‘,.\c-"'
v

Ttlaw not so much.for the financ1al return therefrom as for the enjoy-

.w‘. ‘o... . .\‘u

:ment he found 1n.1t and eoc1al.serv1ce he could render; Ii any client

-.4 N b -1'1.-_
,.a., A C i A vV

'f:jfelt hie bill was. too higha he always‘stood ready to adJust it~to the o

c 11\ o,
. l!.‘

'iﬂclient'e satisfaction, but 1f the*serV1ce charge Wae deemed by the

it
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'what hlS bill called.for,fconsidering that to do so would place him

l’ u\!

. - |",.‘

,1n the claee of those WhO'tOOk tipe.z In‘making change he was extreme—

o oo - et

fly careful, always malntaining that care in emall matters made and

. ._ ‘;.,‘-. .“ :".;‘ ~;.:-.. . ,' 'f“‘ !
._kept friends 1n large. 514:’ gfffﬂi-‘:v'f ;' . ;. S o ."‘:

OWlng doubtlees to his early life and associations, Mr.h
Kearney was. alwaye fond of the country and during hlS life acquired

considerable farm land 1n Racine County,ﬂincluding at one time the

u—.

iijvold home of his boyhood, and he enjoyed greatly the satisfaction of

ot

'i_nwhich wae to eome extent perhaps an. 1nher1ted trait. ,.:

studying the condition and neede oi a farm and making and carrying

w

f” out plans for-its reetoration or 1mprovement ,Wlth thls eort of work

” he. employed much of:, hie leisure time, during the Summer months, in

0

rthe later yeare of his lrfe, der1v1ng much pleaeure therefrom.‘

A

In hls farm management he Was progreseive and enterprising -
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: he had '8, well developed apprecration of goodrmuslc. . a'rﬁ

.
e
o

it . . .
* ' ! . '."

©

- }Aﬁf“gé HlS father was progres31ve and 1nterested in the develop-

’

ment of labor-sav1ng farm machlnery, and purchased and put in oper-.s? o

-

atlon upon h1s farm one of the early Case threshers wh1ch was tested

o a K] -
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out by Jerome I Case and other Iounders of the J. I Case Company,

also one of the f1rst horse-drawn mowers and reapers, and later, 2,
grain blnder. Mr. Kearney became 1nterested 1n theee developments,
and 1n 1ater years used gasollne engines for farm power when those

machlnes were crude and unrellable, and began to plow W1th tractor

i“ v.» . .l [

power long before the tractor became the tlnlshed product 1t 1s to-

-4 - TR

day. As early as 1900 he became 1nterested 1nAdevelopment of ths

. automobile, & new’ 1ndustry w1th whlch‘he was proiessionally so actlve

"\ later. He attended the flrst "show" the 1ndustry organlzed 1n shlcago

gl .

' and used two or more cars from 1904 unt1l hls death. He obtalned
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. more pleasure from dr1v1ng about the country 51de 1n an automoblle,f

‘s

observ1ng and commentlng upon the progress of the commun1ty than from

-

,,,,,

. ‘: anythlng else.- He greatly'enjoyed the radlo, more particularly the

.; addresses of promlnent men rather than the musical programs,,although
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He Was always a.voracious reader, and because .of the lack

S
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'of dlstractlons and amusements durlng hlS early years hlS constants o
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hunt for 1nformation was not’dlverted. He,aln common.w1th most young
i
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‘men. of that era, developed an 1nterest if polrt1cs whlch never left

>
-
. v

*Vhlm. -He was not so ycung when the country.went through the ClVll War,

the great expanslon.that iollowed, and the crash and depression of .

‘r

?_::1873,.but that he drew from those events certain soc1al and economic

t
[

apr1n01ples that Were essentlally sound and that ablded Wlthfhlm through

'*llfe. Himself an 1nd1v1duallst, he esteemed the politico-economlc

s . i N

philosophy of Jetferson highly,i nd never failed tc enjoy readlng h1s

- .
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‘ messages and papers.‘gQE‘ Ny Co __i' o T Lk ;_f,-,
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e Naturally, he was a Democrat 1n pOllthS, and for many years
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state., At one’ time he was the candidate of hlS party for United a0

ﬂStates Senator, but was unsuccessful.’ ‘1 uf‘ ‘J;A.s;w.a‘.;r;

7.

)

iwas recognized as a leading flgure.ln the party councils 1n this r N
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He. was endowed w1th unnsual”busrness sagacity, could shrewdly

Y.

'.‘."_'.‘1

7,_forecast the future, and was ever a most Naluable adv1ser to hlS busi-

. in the ccurse of hls professional career he conducted many 1mportant

\v'
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ness clients as well asrrn all matters of publlc concern.. Qkf ;*,
o . ,‘ ‘n.",n' «
3'*fﬂ¥* ne He had @ large and*commercially 1mp0rtanttcliente1e 1n the .
Al ' ).A ;I- r.\' ’ ;

-

directlon of whose affairs he figured promlnently‘for many yeers, and
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cases w1th outstanding abillty and more than the average success. )

- : 1

Mention of these would be ephemeral at best, and the essential and

18
.

permanent facts are embodled An this general statement. g_ th .

1

ReIigiously he Was a professed and outspoken Christian whose

- ‘

faith was not undermined by materialism.or mechanistic philosophy.w He

belleved that much oi‘the charitable Work done by public agen01es could

"f and should be handled through the churches._ His own acts of charity

1T

--anoes the 1mp051tion of the 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act. .ff 3"

v

:1 were done w1thout advertlsement and unobtru31vely. .He never argued e
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religious p01nt, nor quarreled w1th.any faith.. He had no. patrence with
one who drank llquor to excess, or was 1ntemperate 1n any‘other way,_: .

but, 1n harmony with hlS bellef 1n personal ChOlce and personal res- ‘:i

- . ;, _— o '-,.

ponsibility for all acts done by man, he reslsted 1n many publlc appear-

As a trial 1awyer Mr. Kearneyfs pre eminence was notable and

£
A

iwidely recognized. Possessed of an 1mposzng presence, a resonant and

R \ ' : €.

commandlng vorce,'a forceful,and aggressive manner, he ‘was a powerful

*+ * J

-antagonlst before elther court or Jury. He knew and studied human '{; "

.,

nature- he could speak to a. country Jury in. thelr own language, for his

v

life and theirs had been molded by-the same stern history of toil and

KRR .

hardship. He was resourceiul and alert and his native Irish w1t often

.

turned the barb meant for himyagalnst his adversary.': . ;J,-,‘l"ﬁn
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L ;fw1thout hesitatlon.,

‘G_‘ate eloquence._

E+]

'" where he spent most of the day._

'l'thrilled his- llsteners..

;;flu" Mr. Kearney's-llfe 5 Work lS accompllshed.

h‘.passed to his Makerln whom he trusted and belleved.

-
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He oame 1nto Court Wlth hlS plan of . attack or defense ,ur

bl

"5 fully conceived and developed his facts and proofs marshalled

in orderly array and the pr1nc1p1es of law appl1cab1e well fort1—:,_
“fied by precedent. As a pleader he has had Few equals ‘in the ‘Bar -

of Racine County.f He had '’ splendld command of the Engllsh lang-tV

f‘uage, and the approprlate word or phrase responded to hlS call .

i,

In cases of publlo 1nterest the Court Room

+
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was always crowded when he spoke, and hls addresses charmed and

His v01ce was well,modulated.. His state— T

'-ﬁments of fact were glven 1n a tone qu1et,'earnest and convinclng,

-

‘ﬁbut in: the zeal and earnestness of appeal he often rose to passion- L

As an after dlnner speaker and presldlng toastmaster, a

l,

'm-he Was. much sought after, and unt11 the 1ast years of-- hlB llfe res-fu:

I

HB at one tlme 1nsp1red and dlrected the formatlon

‘iponded freely.

.nof a publlc forum 1n Raclne for the dlsoussion oi questlons of pub— -

'"llc 1nterest, at the meetlngs cf whlch he presided He was a student

'3hof afra1rs and of tenden01es, of thought and government,«and was

"fearless 1n express1ng hls views 1n publlc meetlng and in the press.‘h
His soul'has

The old court

<

;fhouse, the scene of so many‘of h1s early confllcts and struggles and

~:Ywhose walls echoed w1th the ring of hhs voloe, 1s also now but a

. . \x ,-»"‘_‘\‘ RN .

“memory., They have both made thelr mark 1n the hlstory'of Raélne COunty,
- and thelr memory can only be eIfaced,byrthe passlng of the years."f"

- Dt e \.'} '." " "'..
',"*f‘«- Mr. Kearney wasuat workfln his office -on- Wédneeday} the.f;ﬂfn -

.'r"!" - ’ - . ‘lf
The follow1ng day he went to Chlcago, ;;g

S

lSth day of January, 1932.
He dled on’ Frlday, the 15th day of -

January, 1952, practlcally 1n the harness, as he always wished he. .

mdght When his t1me should oome. ;i :;-{f:f‘;“;;'f f.fff
He left survlvlng‘h1s w1fe Katharine, devoted companlon of
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many years, his son, Thomas M. Jr.. engaged 1n the practlce of

3

1aw at Ra01ne, and two daughters, Mrs.;Jennette Rood of‘Park.

Ridge, Illln01s, and Katharlne,‘of Raclne. y ;f.. :ﬁ i A
: A I URE S Mgl o
A‘ﬁ' Fow more flttingly coula‘we close thls recorduof Mr. K
1 ; \tq' i ' .‘_'“' ::"' " "u
Kearney s llfe than in ;heiwor@s'of Grayj-:“ﬂwj, RV
) . 3 : - "-1.' - ‘:\’ "'_ .-‘ . :9 * 't .l-,)"h',r\ . \-a'_'} '
, DR farther seek nig ﬁerlts to dlsclose. - o
E i_ Or draw his frailties .from their: dread abode;, . '
" (There they alike in trembling Hope, repose),,?':_p N
) The bosom of hlS father and hlS God. ST B o

.
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