I.day and to draw &’ 1esson from 1t for my benefit and edification..

L,

-
—
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'twenty, upon graduating from the University of Fisconsin, I enter-

‘Their officee were -on the seoond -floor. front of the building now

1t was time:, to ahake down‘the ooal stova and £111, 4t from: the wood-

'E’Mcmorial preaented to the COurta by Elbert B. Banﬂ .
.;on the ogcasion’ of Mcmorial Exereises held for the’ .. ..
'flate Bon. Bavid B Elgtt on the 15th of Hovember, :

. i N Yoo Lo -
I y 3 . b o, P
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"The noiseless fcot of’ Time Stedls swiftly by,
And ere we dream{pf manhood;, . age is nigh,”

It seama such a,littla while ago ‘that at the age of
ed the law office of Eanﬂ & Flett to pause for a yesr in ny pur-
suit of collegiate cducat;on, end to endeavor to absorb. at Pirst
hend a 11tt1e practical knowledge of the avery day workinge of &
law effioe. The firm then oonsisted of ny father, Elbert O. Hand

and-David Ho Plett, the’ latter the subject of our memorisels. todag.

occnpied by the.Fagen Insurance Comoany. just north of the Court
House, and the entranee was an unenolosed outeide stairway, flank-
ed by an iron railing. The ascent of this steirwey wes often not
withount danger. owing to the aconmnlation of ice snd snow.

I was walcomed most gracionely hy Mr, Flett and though
I must often have tried his patienoe, our relatlons W8re never mar-
rod by ap angry word or rebnke during the timc of. our aaaooiation

together. I remember oftan a8 tha day was drawing te & close and

-

en hox 1n the hall..he wouléapauseﬂtc:relate aome‘incident of the

)
After spending a year in the office 1l entered Cornell

and upon my graduation 1n 1896, 1

PR

&eturned to Baoine anﬂ was again aasooiated with ur Flett in the

LR




praaide . over: the newly creeted ﬁﬁniéipal COurt~ then established in
the geoor’ Bnilding. now knewn as the Nalaon Botel. ‘
'He served: hut one term, however. on the Bench and in 1901
etnrned with -a feeling of" satiafaotion, I have alwaye believed
to the plessures and rewards of pr1Vate practice,
In 8 brief summary of.the iife and virtues of s man like
David H. Flett 4t is aifficult to do him justigce. He was not a

diffused; ho was a Wwell rounded man, so 50 gpesks As 1 think of what

of him, I would like to estimute his life snd charscter briefly from
fhtggiQ£ffefent view-pointe or engles: fTirst,2e a lawyer; secondly, as
a ciﬁizeﬁ end thirdly, as & husband and fether.

! Aé & lawyer he had the prime requisite necessary to honore
abls Bucaess in the law; undispufed and unoompromising integrity.
No need for him +o study the legal canons of ethics; they were part
.of hia fiber and his being. He believedrhimself truly an officer of
the Court sworn ﬁp asslst in the adminisﬁration of even and exact

justice, and neither Court ner Counsel nor client had ever occadion

fdaya of kean oompetition and oommerulalized law business. His nowe
.‘; .

ledge of the law was exact and diffuse.

,'fﬁﬁ“flntprobate matters he particnlarly excelled for he was a aplendid

X ‘Be was industrious and kept ’

LS

lawyer merely. He touched 11fe st many points; hle inflwenoe wss widely

he was apnd did; of what he meant to our'City, Sounty snd itate snd to ouxr

professlon of the law, besing my reflections on my own personel knowledge

to ohallenge the intégrity of his spoken word of his professiomsl con-

*} F ﬂuatﬁﬁ.éuoh.a man is & splendid example to the younger lawyer in these _

Ay

ey -7
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. . himeelf well informed on the current law both statutory and Judicialow:;§;




buaineaa adviaer 88 wall 88 a gﬂod lawger. Per éahyfgéérBVhiu'pro-
babe buainesa waa greater than that of any other firm or menboxr of
the Ber in -hia Gounty. He was aarhaps pr&marily. =hat is known
rf:aa an offioe or connulting lswyer. The trisl of oascs was ﬁot

to hia liking so nuch #s the every-day aounsel with elients who bee
.1ieved in and - trusted him. he charting thelr courses ln business

end private affairs, with a ripo knowledge and experisnce of rooks
and éhoaig £e be avbidad;‘ in {his-way Jutige #lett built up & large
and profitable prastice, mnch”o: whioch endursd'np to the eloéihg deys
pf ﬁié professionsl careerq)<ni$.opiﬁion wane formed only =afiter ade=-
quate considératicn snd roflootion, but whon formed &nd given wes ole

ways roeseivad with rexpect snd confidenca; though many times, 1 rememe

ber, the opinion was not what hin ¢lients hoped foz; and when he once.

took a pocition that he felt waé gupported by Rood morsls &nd thb law,
ﬁe held to it with feoteh tenubity snd vigor, slthough often to his
0%D peouniar§ disadveniege. Lg was thus true to himself; bis profese.
slon snd bis oliente Ho loved his worke BEe died in harnecss In his
eightieiﬁ yesr, whun-muét ol his oontemporerios in prastice and his
bo;hoo& Iriends had slipped the bonde of 1ife to meot him afterwerd
in énother world, be lavoyed on until etricken in his office n@ the
very pust of antj; he was aarrluﬁ to kis bad of pain, whick he‘neVer
left 1111 aeath. m;n&fnl af hie euf:eriﬂgs, gently vor Lim to hie
Kternal Home. | |
Hia_zifé work was not oonfined to the p;adﬁioa“of the
lew. 48 Superintendent of toronle for Kenosha County, snd se Prinoi-

pal of .the ‘High Yohool-at Slkborn, Wissonsin, for a period of four

yesre in hie earlier.1ife, Ne wes rooognized we an sble whd oonsolons
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tioua eauoator of onr youth. In after years ha reuognized his duty
.to his oommunity-anﬂ his tate by acoepting many poaitiene of pnblio
_trust. As 8 member of the Sohool Board of the Oity of Racine; 8 truee-
tee of tha Raoine County Insane Asylum and ‘of the 1aylor Orphan Aaylum
and in othar ways he diseharged what he felt to be kis duty to give of
his time, without compenﬂation, to oivio affsirs and to the public st
_large. He was 8 gonstant éupﬁo;pbr of the First.Presbyterian éhurch.
which he attended, and gAVe freely and iiberally to charlty and bene-
volence snd ﬁivic imﬁro#ement, often without eolicitstion. No deserv-
ing canse,.needful,of’halp; knocked at hia door without generous end
prompt response. He was pafsimonious with himself; hié wgpts and his
tastes were simple; with his family end with pudblic ﬁenevdlence and
charity hé WQSjgeﬁerosity personified. He was the true type_df an
Amerigan oiiizen- 8 tybe'to be exemp]ifiedland emulafed.

Such men s&re invaluabie to & city ang eommnnity. They .
are gn asaet a good-will not to be reckoned on the ledger in dollars
end cents; and thongh they leave us in body the ezsmple of their lives

| and deé@s will live oﬁVto the bettermeni cf those now living and ages
yot unborm. ‘ _ ,

45 8 hudband end.fether, perhaps the 11fe of Judge Flett
reached 1ta greateat:fggiﬁggpr Be lovgd his wife. He loved his
famtlj anduﬁae-ioved by.éll of them in turn, I cen think of no

_higher praiae for any man than thia. -After all 13 there muoh more C
A1 in lif;: ;éiﬂe from the hopea and consolation of religion, than the -

mntual 1ove, ﬂevction and sasrifice of a united family? Judga Flett

hed that an&.in_fullfmeaaure;- That nade Of"hiSqlife a8 SNecess great-

‘.T;g? tpapgriqhea;.greﬁférfthﬁn politipel'féme;or-achibvement.'
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to Bpend 8. little leas,,to make wpon the wholeua ‘ ff}

family happler for hig. presence. towrenonnoe-whan__
, that shall be necéssary spd-not -be embittered, 'to.-
-‘keep' a “fow .friends but these without: capitnlaiions
~above all on the seme grim condition to ‘keep
friends with himself-~here. is’e task. fOr 811 that
a man has of- fortitudq.and delicacy.
Judgs Flett was all of that and mores. His home was &
place of Joy. To his childran the memory of hie fatherhood will
be & blessing growing richer and more beautlful as the years endure.
We mourn today our aear friend ‘and fellow laborer at the
Bar. W%e bave e*ready missaed him.and we shall miss him moye as
time goes oms HMay hig life and his examnle belp us to shape our own
lives so tmt when we rass over the ki1l into the sunset land it may
be said of us, s we cen so truly say of him:~ Ee wes sn honor to
bhis profecsion, & irue citizen'df,his country; & loved end devoted
hueband and fetherl Ee died fﬁll;of yeers, his 1ife' work aocom-
plished. His goin? mey be fxtfingly described in the mstchlsse words
of Benley, the poet:
"So he ny passing. - -
My tssk accomplished and ‘the long day done,
My wages taken, apnd in my heart
Some late lark singing,’” - '
Lot me be gathered to :the- quiet weat

The sandown splendid an& serena.
- Death."” -

‘!
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To the Honoreble Judges of Racine County, -

_ ‘We are-here to honoris friend,fwho, a few short
days agos. wa.s busily engaged with us in the work of our
profession. In setting forth our impressions of him, Wwe can
undertake the task only from a personal point. of view, We
meaSurelekcellency-inlothers by some exceliencyﬂin ourseises.

The character of & man 18 the‘standerd by which he'judges the
character of another, There is no other way of judging.

-We beg'leave to place with the court a recorded.
memory of our impressions concerning our departed friend snd cOo=
“worker, the lawyer and jurist, Elmer E, Glttins. |
- Elmér E.’ GIttins was born on a farm in the Town
- of Caledonia, Racine County, Wisconsin, on August 3lat, 1869.

He was the son of Ellis and Jane Gittins, pioneer residents of

Racine County. After sttending the rural schools in the vicinity

of his home, he entered the Racine High Sohool, from which he

was graduated in 1889. For two years he taught in the public

schools of Racine County to help defray expenses of his

subsequent university education. " In 189i he‘entered-the

‘ University of.Wisconsin, and in 1895 he completed his scademic-”

studies. .He entered the University of Wisconsin Law Sohool

the following term, and grsdueted from that institution in

1897, ' | 7
Immediately upon nis-graduation from the law school,

he begen the prectice ‘of his profession in the City of Racine.

In 1898 he became associated with E. R. Burgess, under the firm

”name of Gittins and Burgess.‘ This partnership continued until

1919, when E. R. Burgess was appointed Judge .of our Municipal

Court. .

E‘ During ‘his professional 1ife, Elmer E. Gittins

was District Attorney of Racine Oounty for six years, and he

was City Attorney of the City of Racine for over four years,




‘In 1925 he was elected Judge of our County Court. In January
'.1926, he began his work as County Judge. This positiOn he
“occupied to the great satlsfaction of all, until his’ 1amented
death, September 16th, 1929, |
For over thirty years, Judge Gittins was recog-

nized as one of the leading, lawyers of the City -of Racinew “4s-
District Attorney, he was a just and vigoroue prosecutor. Ae.
City Attorney, he was an able advocate and algood counsellor.
fiis was & legal mind---clear, analytical end judicial., His
mental graep'was,euperior;_hie nower of concentration unusual,
He was quick tojeee through.the legal problem presented.

’ ' As Judge of eux_'-..__c:oanjoy Court, he brought to that
tribunal,:thoee rare qualities.;kindliness and-sympathy, so
greatly needed in that position. He appreciated the - 1mportanoe
-of the trust to which he had been elected by the votes of the .
people. The finé qualitiee of his mind and heart shone forth
in his judieial work more.clearlyathan ever-before'in his
professional life._ He was respected and beloued by all the
members of the bar. : . | |

As a eitizen of Racine Gounty, Judge Gittins stood
ameng the front ranks . He extended his support, both moral and
financial, toevery meritorious activity 1n our .community., N

In_character, Judge Gittins was irreéproachable, -
strictiy'honeeti of a gentle and_kindly nature, always con-
siderate of the rights of others,ﬁand.neuer failing_in 1oyalty
and devotion to a friend, _He-was;not greedy nor.ataricious,-
nor did he permit hinself to take advantage of aclient, even '
when the opportunity was presented. '

In addition to hie kindly and lovable qualitiee{;
was a good. sense of right and wrong. He was_capable of
indignation at carelessness and inattention to duty, at unfaip-

ness and injustice. He was firm in his decisions, frank and




-5 - ‘

and open in his opinions. More than that, he Was'human and
natural. T | 7

_ Too short a time was allotted him in his Judge-
ship. The members of the bar had expected Judge Gittins to
ocoupy his judicial position. for many years., His sudden death
was truly a great loss and a great sorrow to all. those who, .came .
in contact with him in the exercise of his dutles. Had he 11ived
for the usual time given to man, we' are sure that the years
would only have added to our respect and love for him. In
‘assembling in this court room in remembrance of our- departed co—'
-worker and friend, we honor not only him. but also ourselves and:
our profession. ' | |

In the words of Orville Dewey, we quote'

"The world is ﬁlled with the voices of the dead.

They speak to us in a thousand emembranoes, in & thousand

'.-incidents, events and associations. They speak to us. not only

from - their silent graves, but from the throng of life. Though
. they are invisible, yot 1ife 1s filled with their presence.
'They are with us by the silent fireside ‘and in the secluded
chamber; they are with us in the paths of society and 1n the.
‘crowded assemblies of men. They speak to us from the 1onely way—
gide and they speak to us from the venerable walls_that echo - to
the steps of.a multitude and to the volce of prayer. Go where
we will, the dead are with us. We_lite.-we oonverse with those
who once llved andlconversed_with.us.. Their well remembered
tone mingles with the whispering breezes, the sound of the fall=-
ing leaf, with the jubilee shout of the springtime. The earth
'1s filled with their shadowy train.“

A The influence of Judge Gittins will remain with
us., His spirit will continue to be felt 1in the years to come.,

As representing the Racine County Bar, we.

respectfully request that.this memorial be filed in the archites




Y

* of the Circult Cc_aux"t of 1;h,is County,

Dated January 15th, 1930,

Respectfully 'submitted,




It was my privilege to be assoclated with Judge
Gittins in the practice .of law for many years. They were
full years and happy years. I learned to know and to realize,
more fully perhaps than any one else, the fine and superior
gqualities of his mind, his keen sense of justice and broad
sympathies.

For a pgriod of six years he was district attorney,
and we young lawyers not only had.to be sure of our law, but
in a great many instances had to gb out ané look up witnesses.
The City at that time did not have the detective force it now |,
enjoys. ‘

In all of our assgciations no unkind word was ever-
spoken; no unpleasantness ever existed; I learned to love-him.
His patience with those who did not understand was inexhaustible,
and his sympathy for and desire to assist those in trouble and
distress as boundless as the seaﬁ Many times have I seen his
eyes £ill with tears when listening to the sorrowful experiences
of some poor client, and thege without a retainer or any thought
of recompense, start action to remedy the wrong. He never re-
fused to serve a client, no matter how poor he might be, if he
had a righteous cause. '

His friendliness and spirit of good fellowship
attracted men to him. His honesty and integrity, and his marked
intellectual abilities begot the confidence of the peopie and
they relied on him to conduct the affairs in three public posi-
tions of great responsibility.

He loved people. His greatest enjoyment, I believe,

was in associating with his fellowmen.

He was keenly interested in and alive to every move-
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ment which he thought‘wouid benefit mankiﬂd. No appeal in
behalf of a worthy cause was ever made to him in vain. Worthy

" projects he supported wnole heartedly, morally and financially--
not ostentatiously, for he hated, with a whole-souled hatred,
sham, hippocrisy and deceiﬁ. Many kind deeds have I heard
concerning him long after they had been performed. He woul&
not tell of them as he took such things as a matter of course,
andthought nothing of them.

His right hand never knew what his left hand ﬁas
doing.

Knowing and loving people as he did, gave him a
breadth of knowledge and understanding in dealing with human
relationships such as few men have.

Born in the Qountry,-he loved the great outdoors, and
the pepple for whom it was created. He recoghized.the volice
of God in every whispering breeze and rippling brook. To him
fhe heavens declared theldlory of God.

He left this life as he had hoped he would, in the
midst of his'work, when his fine-intellectual powers were un-
impaired. The world is far richer in sympathetic understanding
and in kindliness because he lived. His influence, his spirit,
his love for all thet was beautiful and good and true will go
on and on until time shall be no more.

He lived a 1life of Honor. .Thaf Honor which is "the
finest sense of justice which the human mind can frame,

Intent each lurking frailty to disciaim
And guard the way of life from all offence

Suffered or done.m
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SIMMONS,WALKER & WRATTEN
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

JOHN B, SIMMONS
MORTIMER E.WALKER
CHARLES F, WRATTEN JANES BLOGK

HARQLD . 8PORER RACINE,WISCONSIN

January
Eleventh
1930,

To thé Circuit, Municipal and Racine County Courts,
Racine,
Visconsin,

It is with a great deal of regret that I
find that I am unable to attend the Memorial Services to be
held for the Hon. Elmer K. Gittins and Otto E. Ahrens at 2
o'clock on January 13th.

My acquaintance with both of these members
of the Bar extended over guite a long veriod of years and impels
me to add my personal tribute.

Otto E. Ahrens lived a typical American
life. He had ambition and his desire to improve his condition
was in good measure realized. He began as a worker in factories,

then he became a public officer holding an important public
office and later established himself in the practice of law.

In each walk of life he earned and kept the friendship and con-
fidence of a great number of his fellow citizens.

Elmer E. Gittins held several public offices
of responsibility and in all of them was not only faithful to
the trust but performed the duties imposed upon him with marked
ability. He was always a good lawyer, a good citizen and a
loyal friend. He performed the duties of County Judge in a
manner which entitled him to the greatest credit and the high
esteem accorded him by both lawyers and all others who had busi-
negs in the County Court during his term of office. The loss of
a most valuable public servant which is caused by his death is
augmented by the personal loss to a wide circle of friends of
his whole-hearted and kindly friendship.

Respectfully submitted,




May it please the Court:
 The members of the commlttee appointed by the
Reclne County Bar A88001at10n to prepare and present a
memorlal on the life of the late Otto ‘E. Ahrens respect- :
fully submits-the followmng.‘

-

v a4

MEMORIAL OF THE RACINE COUNTY BAR
- ASSOCIATION i

otto E. Ahrene was born in Poﬁeranla,rGermany,
‘on the 1l4th dayvof May, A..D. 1855, While yet a boy hils
parents moved to Elgin, I111n01s, where he re061Ved both
; his elementary and high sehool educatlon. He finished
"hlgh school in 1871 and then commenced to learn’ the busi-
ness of a cerriage maker, the same line of work then pur-
sued by his father. Exoept for a short period when he was
manager of the Belle City Electric Light Company, he was
.continuously-engaged in the work of a carriage meker,from
'.}871 down to 1882, He'learned'his trade as a carriage
maker in Elgin and came to Racine in August, 1879. He
first secured employment in Racine at the Fish Brothers
Wagon Company_and-continued employment there until 1883
wheo he commenced work for the:Mitchell—Lewis Company.
. He worked stea@ilﬁ for thislcompeny untii the organization
of the Belle Citj Electric Light Company of which he was
manager until 1889, In that ﬁéar he entered the'eﬁployment
of the Racine Wagon & Carrlage ‘Company and’ continued- there
until 1892 when he was elected Clerk of the Clrcult Court
of Racine County.  He assumedrthe duties of Glerk.of Cir-
cuit Court at the-cOmmencement of the year 1895, 'He was
thereafter reeelecfed for three edditionai<terms of twofyears;‘
and in'ell'served as Clerk for a period'of éight yeare. He

served as Clerk with fidelity and, faithfulness to public duty.




- During the time he wés Clerk of Circuit Court

his contact with .the administretion of the law greatly l
interested ﬁim. He formed the plan of-studylng law him-
self and eventually becoming adriltted to the Bar. He |
closely watched and studied the caees_tried in the Circult’
Court and in his spare ﬁoments and at night read caees and .
text books to help qualify him for admission to the Bar. '
He completed his legal education at the Northern Indlana
. 8chool of Law at Valperalso,lIndlana, from which he gradu-
ated in June;'lQQB. The same year he took the Bar examina-
tlon in the State of Wipconsip and.was admitted to the Bar
with the higheet'standing of'the slxty-seven applicants
who then took the exeminatiod;v |

He‘opened an office for the prectice‘of law in
the City of Racine. Shortly thereafter he bécame interested
_in mining 1ntereets in Mexico and was gone for a perlod of
. about two years., ' He then returned to the city and remained
in the contlnued and active practice of law up- till a few
weeks before his death, Although admitted to the Bar late
in life his legal activities covered nearlj a quarter off
a century. He did not have a large law practice, but he
was .loyal and faithful always to hlS clients"lnterests.
He was a man of strong 11kes and dislikes. He was at heart
kind, but outwardly he was often hasty and sometlmes harsh
1n expreseion. He was ea311y‘angered and contests in Court
wers often‘acrimoniodsc Frequentlyvopposipg counsel were
probably more to blame than he. The fact ls ne ueually .
acted toward others as they ip turn acted toward him. If
~he was approached with'courtesp and consideration; he replied
in kind; but if a defiant .and unnecessarily essertire atti-

tude was taken in dealipg with him, he'beceme equally defiant




and aseeftive; 4s he often stated "I can be led, but
-nobody can drive me . ‘ |
Both before and after he was admitted to the
.Bar he- did a great deal of publlc einging. He had a’ fine
tenor volce, Without doubt if he had devoted all of his
time and energy to the training of his voice he” could have‘“J'
been cne of the leading tenors of this country. For fif-
teen years he had charge of the choirs of the Flrst Con-
gregatlional Church and the First Baptist Church of this
‘city. He_sang at‘many public gatherings.. He often sang.
in political caidpeign_s and it-has been said that he sang
" his way into the heerte of the voters of Racine Count&,
He ‘took part in puﬁeﬁous‘conteets and came away with dis-
tinguished honors in competition‘with eingers from all parts
of the United States. - When he was at his beelt,- it was sald.
that he hed an_aimosf perfect‘tehor foice.l Hundreds o
oeople in thie codntj still reoail_with-pieaeure»the-oeautj .
and the melody of his singing. - o o
He was'gfeetij interested in fraternal work over
2 long.period of time. .He‘was'an edtiVe ﬁember‘of many -
andlat.éhe time of his‘death held honofable membersﬁip in
the Masons, fhelKnights of Pyﬁhias, the Loyal Order of loose,
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Sons of Veterans
and the ﬁraternal Order of Eagles. |
. He was a member of the State Bar.Assoeiation of.
‘Wisconsin and;elso‘ﬁhe ﬁeeine County Bar Associetion'- He .
engoyed the meetings of the Racine County Bar Assoclation‘_
and frequently attended and- took ‘part in 1ts monthly ac-""
tivities. '
He died .on the 30th day of March “A. D, 19g28.
He was. surviVed by hlS w1dow, Mary Ahrens, two brothers,
Wiillam.Ah?ens and Ernet Ahrene,‘and one sieter, Carollne

Pauline Smith.




It ﬁill be noted that Mr. Ahrens was 48 jeérs

of Qge when admitted to the Bar. Within a short time there-
after, he left the practice and ﬁas abgent in a foreign
country for a period of two years. Lawyers, now living,
who were members of this Bar 25 years ago, will rémember
that when he returned, his practice was gone &nd—his~pr0pé oot T
erties more or less dissipated'and‘that he was confronted
with extraordinary diﬁficultiés in re-establishing himself,
No one will claim that he achieved notable success in his
profession but it mﬁst be said inrjustice to his memorj,
‘that there is much in his career that exemplifles strength
of character, 1ndustry and per31stence, far asbove the
average. |

. Mr. Ahrens had meny acquaintancés and many people
were proud to call him their friend, | |

Dated this 13th day of Jamuary, A. D. 1930.

¢ ., . Respectfully submltted,
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L ORTAL

Because of my close association with Christopher
C. Gittings in recent years I was delegated by the cormittee of
the Racine County Bar Agsociation, consisting of William D;
Thompson, Elbert B. Hand and myself, to draft this memorial.

In speaking of Mr. Gittings T speak of one to
whom I was bound by the closest ties of affection and gratitude
for a period of over sixteen years, and I knew him eltogether
for almost twenty-five years. Iy acquaintance began when I
commenced the study of law during summer vacations in the office
of the firm of Palmer and Gittings, of which he was a member.

Christopher ¢. Gittings was born October 29,
18582 in the Town of Caledonia, Racine County, the son of William
and Elizabeth G. @Givttings. The family was of Welsh ancestry.
They were among Raclne County's pioneers, settling on a farm in
the Towm of Caledonia in the year 1850. It was on this farm that
iir, Gittings was born and brought up in nis early years, the same

" as all poor farmer boys were brought up in those days. He attended
the country school and later the old lNc Mynn Academy in Racine,
where he studied under that remarkablé,well-known educator,

John G. Mc liynn. He graduated from the Academy in 1881. During
the period following, and until his admission to the bar, he
followed verous pursulits, including mostly the teaching of a
country school and studying law. In 1883 he took up a homestead

in Faulk County, South Dakota, then a terrltory. He spent
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several summers there ploneering and complying with the require-
ments to establish his homestead rights. Winters he came back
to Racine County and taught school. I am informed by friends
and pupils who survive him that he taught in a school at or near
the village of Franksville, and also in the Richards School on the
Green Bay Road, southwest of Racine. I had known for some time
that he had also spent some time at Racine College, and in %poking
over some old papers in the vault in our office I discovered two
0ld receipts for tuition paid in the law department at Racine College,
from which recelilpts it appears thet he attended that school during
the year 1888.

He studied law also in the office of Henry Tt.
Fuller, one of Raclne's most able and proualnent attorneys of the
early days. He was admitted to practice in December 1889, and
shortly thereafter he became a member of the firm of PFuller, Fyfe
and Gittings. The senior member of the firm was Percival S.
Fuller, a son of Henry T. Fuller, who died in July 1889, or shortly
before Mr, Glittings was admitted to practice. HMr. Fyfe never
really practiced in Racine. He was a Chicago lawyer, and, as
i am informed, a close college friend of Percival Fuller. This
prinership centinued for only one year, as in January 1891 the
firm of Palmer and Gittings was organized, cons;sting of Judge
Walter €. Palmer and Mr, Gittings.

It is very interesting to know the contact and

connection bMr. Gittings, one of our own bar, had with the oldest,

most capable and prominent lawyers and judges that ever practiced
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in this County and State. The first lawyer that ever prac-
ticed in Raclne was Marshal K. Strong, and he came here in 1838,
Henry T. Fuller was admitted to practice in the State of New
York in 1847 and immediately went to Milwaukee, where he was ad-
mitted in the same year. He apparently stayed there for about
three years, for in 1850 he was admitted to practice in our Cir-
cuit Court, and also in that year became a partner of marshal

¥, Strong, the I'irm going under the name of Strong and Fuller,
You.may also be interested to know that these dates are -.iLll .o L7
authentic, for only during the last fev months I have found among
papers in our office the original.certificates of admission to
practicé of Hr. Tuller, including some sort of Latin certificate
or diploma given by Racine College to Henry T, Fuller in' the

vear 1855, which is signed by Marshal Ii. Strong as an 6fficial

of that institution. The firm of Stfong andé Fuller contiﬁued for
a pericd of Fourteen years and until 1864, when it was changed to
Fuller ond Dyer, the new member being Charles E, Dyer, who later
became Judge of the United States District Court at Milwaukee,

and still later éeneral counsel for ths Northwestern Mutual

Life Insurance Compsﬁ}:ﬁgae of the most dapable and prominent
lawyers in the Sta£e. The partnership of Fuller and Dyer con-
tinued until the year 1875. Dyring that period our much-beloved
John B. Winslow read law in their office and became a member of
the firm in 1875, when it was lnown as Fuller énd Winslow. Judge
Winslow, however I believe, was very soon thereafter elected Circuilt

Judge, and did not practice as a member of the firm for more than
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one or two years, for in 1877 the firm became known as Fuller and
Fuller, the son of Henry T. Fuller having been admitted to prac-
tice and taken into the firm, It was while the firm was Fuller

and Fuller that Mr. Gittings studied in their office, and as I

have already stated Mr., Fuller, Sr., diled in July 1889, and a short
time thereafter in the early part of 1890 Mr, Gittings became a
bartner.

There are a great many more things that could be
told about the history of this old firm with which Hr. Gittings
studied, but our time is too short, and they probably would not
have & proper place in this sketch. I have gone into this history
briefly for the reason that I wanted to bring out the coptacts,
influences and preparation that an active member of our owvn ﬁar
had in those years, which seem far behind and yet were brought so
near to us through &urassociation with Mr. Gittings. Besides
various documents such as I have mentioned, there are other relics
that have come down through the years. For example, we still have
in our office a very old picture of the Racine harbor, which was
inherited from the old firm of which Henry 7. Fuller was a member.

The partnership of Palmer and Gittings continued
for a period of twenty-three years and until January, 1914, when
Walter C, Palmer entered upon his duties as County Judge, having

been elected the previous year. It was then that it became my

privilege and my good fortune to become associated as a partner

with Mr. Gittings, which assoclation continued until the time of

his death on April 19, 1930. During that period we never had a
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written agreement and needed none. There was never any dispute
over partnership affairs. Mr. Gittings continued active in the
practice ‘and giviég full time to law work for a period of only
five years, or until January 1919. During the war his brother,
William G. Gittings, one of the active executives in the Gold
Medal Camp Furniture. Company, had died, and Mr. Gittings, being
heavily interested as a stoeckholder, was called upon at least to
some extent take the place of his older brother, and from that
time on he gradually gave mofe and more time to that business.

ge, however, continued to practice law down to the time of his
last illness and never gave up his law office downtown. Even during
his last illness on one or two occasions he remarked if there was
rio objection he would always like to continue to feel that he had
a desk in the down town office available for him at any time that
he hight desire to use it, and he did freqpently, as long as he
was able, make appointments at his old law office, He always felt
that the lew was his field and his profession, and he disliked
very much to breakaway from it. He loved his law work more than
anything except his family, home and friends, one reason for this
probably being that it gave him wonderful opportunities to do

good to others. As a lawyer he was very capabie, and in his active
days he always had a very large practice. Only a few years

after he was admitted to the bhar, due to nis industry and ability
he was chosen Cilty Attorney, which position he held for a period
of five years., He was for the most part a business or office

lawyer, acting in an advisory capaclty, but he also tried many
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cases in his early days, and was counsel in some very important
litigation. For instance, he was one of the attorneys for the
J. I. Case Plow Works in an ection against the J. . I. Case Threshing
Machine Company, infolving the use of the (Case name. He was also
interested in considerable patent litigation, representing various
manufacturing institutions of Racine, and in that work was
assoclated with some of the most prominent attorneys in the
country. I remember during my time of his being associated with
Charles Linthicum, an outstanding patent éttorney of Chicago,
who was considered the leading pateﬁt attorney -in the country.
Some obtained the impression during his later years that he was
dilatory in his work. However, the trouble was that he undertook
too much, was too kind and could not turn away people when he was
busy. Rich and poor allke were given all the time they might
require, andoftentimes more, because he was too kindly and
courteous to dismiss them, He would spend time with the poor,
even though there might be no compensation forthcoming, while
wealthy manufacturere waited for him with paying business. ¥hen
he was not interrupted he had & remarkable capacity and azcumen
for finding readily what he wanted. He could accomplish more in
a day when left alone ahd able to concentrate than any man I have
ever come 1in cantact with, and at such times he was most thorough
in his work., He believed in avoiding litigation and getting to-
gether to settle differences, provided it could be done on a basis
fair and just to his client.
He was a man of business with a great fund of

practical common sense combined with business judgment. He was




7=

GITTINGS, JANECKY & BUELOW
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELCRS AT LAW

C.C.OITTINGS E.F.BUELOW
A.R.JANECHY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
E.f.BUELOW A09-314 BADGER BUILDING

UE O.M . EDWARDS
Q.M.EDWARDS RACINE,WISCONSIN . H.A.CRANEFIELD
H.A , CRANEFIELD

acting counsel for many individual business men of his comnunity,
and also for numerous of its manufacturing and mercantile in-
gstitutions. In some of them he became financially interested

and others he helped promote by loaning them money. At the time
of his death he was active as president of the Gold iedal Folding
Furniture Company., secretary of the ilohr-Jones Hardware Company,
and secretary of the Progressive Dairy Company. The latter
company was organized by him for the purpose of helping the
farmers of Rseclne County disppse of their dairy products to ad-
vantage. He himself had a large dairy farm a short distance from
the city, which was for him a pleasure and a hobby as well as a
business. There was something sentimental about this farm too,
because a portion of it was a part of his father's old homestead
where he was born.

Next to his profession of the law and business,
he was very keenly interested in politics. He was a Republican
and active in the party's circles in =11 the years I knew him,.

o . r.pq}itégal
However, hne himself never held a salaried/office except that of
Post Master for a period of four years from 1908 to 1912, to which
position he was appointed by President Roosevelt, and continued
under the administration of President Taft. He held various offices
with Racine city and county political organizations, and for years

was & memper of the State Central Republican Conmittee. At one time

he was treasurer end also chairman of that committee. At the time

of the break between the Stalwarts and Progressives, :«r, Gittings
the
was # leader of the Progressive group, .and:." - our present Chief

Justice of the Supreme Court, Marvin B. Rosenberry, wastgxieader

-




-8~

GITTINGS. JANECKY &= BUELOW

TTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
C.C.GITTINGS A BRI ATTORNEY
A RJANECKY
E.F. EHL_J_ELDW 309-314 BADGER BUILGING O.M.EDWARDS
O.HM. EDWARDS RACINE,WISCONSIN H.A.CRANEFIELD
H.A.CRANEFI/ELD ASST.DIST, ATTYS.

of the Stalwart group, which broke away from the regular
Republican convention at Madlson, and organized what was called
at that time the rump convention., He was personally acquainted
with President Roosevelt, and on, several occasions was in con-
ference with the President at the White House on matters of

public interest. He was a close personal friend of the late
Senator Robert k. La Feollette, and one .of the latterts warmest
supquters to the end. He was sc close to the Senator that the .
latter never came to Rpcine but what he visited and stayed at the
home of Mr. Gittings. He was well knovm 2ll over the State, and
through politics made many warm and life-long friends, and much
to his credit even those that did not agree with him politically
were very often warm friends ingtead of enemies. He was interecsted
in politics from the time that he was able to vote, for I am in-
formed that when he was homgsteading in‘Faulk County, Territory’
of South Dakota, previous to his admission to the bar and while
still only a young man, he was honored as a delegate to one of the
first Republican conventions in that section. Such keen interest
in politics continued down to the time of his death,

For many years he was a most useful and public-
spirited citizen, never idle, and until the very last few years
of his life not even taking vacations from his lazbors, except
possibly to attend conventions. In spite of all his private
interests, he was a2lmost always working on some matter of a pub-

lic nature. He found great pleasure in dolng good to others.
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He was always helping the poor and needy, the boys and girls, not only

of the city but of the State, asnd also the 01d folks. For years
he was a member of various boards of educationsl, charitable, and
~social institutions, always finding time for such work, no matter
how busy he might have been on his private affairs. He served on
'thg board of dlrectors of such organizatidps as the Central
Association, the Boy Scouts, the Young Men's Christian Association,
and the Palmeter (0l1d Ladies Home. For years he was one of the trus-
tees of the Racine County Agricultural School. For years he was in
charge of the annual sale of stamps of the Anti—tuberculosis
Associlation. He was president at different timegof both the state
and local Young Wen's Chrigtian Asgociation. He was always one
of the leaders in campaigns for funds whenever such Were being
carried on for the benefit of the institutions in which he was
interested. During the war he was active on the Liberty Loan
drives. It would seem that he wasf always spending & portion of
nis time on .projects of a public mture, or such as promoted the
welfare of his féllows. I am qQuite suré that no one can think
of any citizen of our city that did more for others than ir.
Gittings, and very often he did it at a sacrifice. He not only
gave of his time, but even more of his money. In fact, he was
generous to a fault.

) Mr. Gittings was Intensely religious, but not a
fanatic. He was very liberal in his attitude toward others, no

matter how much they might have disagreed with him. He was a

member of the Plymouth Congregational Church from the time of

its orgenigzation, and of the church that precedédd that for years.

, !
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At various times he was treasurer.and deacon of that church.

He was the leader and principal force behind the movement to build
the beautiful building which now stands on College Avenue and
Twelfth Street in this city, and which I believe is a monument

to his endeavors.

He was married in 1901 to Laura A. Jnnes, daughter
of another o0ld pioneer, John W. Jones, a captalin on the Great
Lakes., This union proved a most happy and lasting one. Never were
two human beings so faithful to each other. For some years previous
to Mr, Gittings' last illness, his dear wife had hbeen gquite seriously
ill, but when he began.to fail she seemed to gain strength, and
veritably nursed him during his last illness, undoubtedly being
instrumental in prolonging his days. We friends miss him much,
but she misses him bqyond measure of comparison. The least we
can do is to extend our heartfelt sympathy.

They were not blessed with children, but having
none the attention they would naturally receive went to others,

Tt is an honor to be known as a great man., It is
more of an honor to have the reputation of being a good man, The
first comes through exceptional intelligence and the ability to
attract attention, which traits, however, may antagonize even
more‘than attract. Goodness comes from the heart thai can only
cre ate love and affection. Chris Gittings was clearly the
latter, and as such we shall remember him. Likewlse, we shall
remember him not only as a brother lawyer, but nmore as the ideal

friend.
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' It is sometimes sald that any man with any
force of character must have enemies. If llr. Gittings had any,
I never heard or kmew of 1t. It often happened that those on
the opposite side of a case later came to him with other caseﬁ.
Although he openly and actively opposed the saloon in its day,
he nevertheless had saloon keepers sometimes come to him with
their business because they had such confidence in him. Hany
& person has told me: "You can depend on Chris being honest

' and, "If there is an honest lawyer, Chris Gittings

with you,'
is one." I have known of no one who was so generally well
spoken of, who commanded such public respect and personal
regard, and who wvon and held the love of all who came in contact
with him., He had a sterling character and exemplary habits. He
was modest, simple, and unassuming. He was always calm, never

sxcited or angry. He might argue a difference of opinion in a

business-like way, but I never knew of him to change such an

" argument into a quarrel. He was most remarkable in keeping

himself under complete control. To those fortunate enough to
be his friends there remains the memory of & loyal, tender

friendship, as rare as it was beautiful.

for the
Com. ee cons¥sting of:
WilZiam D. Thompson

Elbert B. Hand
Adolph R. Janecky
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Chris Gittings was our friend. He was a frien% to &11%,

¢

B

mankind. He lived in full measure a useful, helpful, four-5quaref
life. One might say more words of such a man, a real personal
friend, but I know of no higher tribute than I have expressed. Every-
where he servéd, and that wag literally everywhere, he served gener-
ously -- too generously -- so generously that he overtaxed his own
personal vitality and resources. Everywhere he touched life with his
own upstanding, outstanding Christiasn 1life, he encouraged, inspired,
led and helped. His home life was cholce. _

I knew him as a student of the law and as a lawyer whose
counsel was sound and from whom no written stipulation was needed or
exacted. His going to his certain and merited reward was and long
#ill be felt a loss to this community and to our state, in both of
which his counsel and his leadership was honest and valued. His life
was a high example.

If it be true that "there is nothing in life except what
we 'put there,? his life was rich indeed, and if the good one does
lives after him, the influence of this life is enduring. The deeper
men go into life,,the deeper is their conviction that this life is
not all. it is an M"unfinished symphony." A day may round out an
iﬁsect's life and a bird or a beast needs no tomorrow. Not sc with
him who knows that he 1s related to God and has felt "thelpower of an
endless life." Moody sald: "The great question of life is, Is my
name written in heaven?" The answer in this case 1s certain,

"Lifel. we've been long together

Through pleasant and through cloudy weather:

'Tis hard to part when friends are dear:

Perhaps 'twill cost a sigh, a tear;

Then steal away, glve little warning,
Choose thine own time.

Bay not good night -- but in -some brighter clime
Bid me good morning.m
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