IN MEMORTI AM
DAVID HADLEY FLEIT.
September 12,1846---May 25, 1926

May It Please the Courts of Racine County and your Honors,
‘the Presiding Judges thereof:
On behalf of the Racine County Bar Association, the undersigned
comittee, appointed for-that purpose, present the following
- RESOLUTTONS.
| WHEREAS, an allwise Providence has removed from our midst‘our
esteemed friend and brother, the HON. DAVID HADLEY FLETT, first
presiding judge of the Municipél Court of Racine County, one-time
President of Racine County Bar Association, and most venerable
menber of our bar, and one whose life hes been prominently identified
with the history_of ﬁaéiné City and County for more than fotty years;
and ' . | . . | '
WHEREAS, his able angd faithful public sefvite:in all the important
gtIuStSth which he was calléﬁ, his GeVQtion %o the intefests.en4
trusted to his care,the‘abiiity-and integrity which he manifested
throughout his professlonal career "his unostentatious charities and
benevolence, and the unlform klndness and courteay whlch chmacterlzed
him in all the relations of life, endeared him to a largeAclrcle of
friends, to his clients, to therﬁréfession and to the commnity, by
all of whom he is ju;tl& held.ﬁn lasting remembrance. His many
excellent traits of character, presented through a long, useful and
honorable 1ife, rendered him one of our most diétinguished and re-
spected citizens. The-bench and bar, in comon with the whole com-
munity, deeply deplore_his.loss, and join, with profound respect.and
-regret, in paying their last tribute to his memory; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That in the death of ourgbrother,‘HON. DAVID HATLEY
FLETT, our c¢ity has been deprived of one of its most uséful and
honored citizens, and the profesgion of one of its oldest and most
trustworthy members. II' | |
- RESOLVED, That as & testlmonlal of our high appreclatlon of |

his llfe and character, and of his many v1rtues as a Jque, a lawyer.
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citizenland friend, these resolutions be presented te'thefCounty;'
) Mdndeipel-and Circuit Courts for Racine County, with the request
they be entered upon theirtnecords; also that a copy hereof be d
entered upon the minutes of ouf association. |
BESOLVED, That. we tender to the friends and family of the
deceased, our sincere‘condolence and sympathy in thelir great
‘affliction; and that the secretary of our association transmit
to the family of the'deceased a copy of these resolutions.
. JOHN B. STMMOBS
 THOMAS M. KEARNEY
| , WALTER C. PALMER
. %+ ELBERT B. HAND |
. WILLIAM D. THOMPSON
Committee of Racine County
Bar A33001at10n
In subport of the foreéoing, we present the feliowing:brief_.
- sketch of the life and character of our departed brother. |
| DAVID HADLEY FLETT was |
Born Septanbef 12, 1846, at Kirkwall, Orkney Islands, Scotland,
. He was the oldest of nine boys, three of whom are still 11v1ng.. In
September, 1855, he sailed from Edlnburgh with his parents and came
to ggﬁ;?ng%lsCOHSI A farm two and one-half miles from there was
purchased and he 11ved there until he was nineteen, going to ‘the
district school durlng the w1nters. He attended the Racine High
School durlng the w1nter terms of 1861 and 1862.
From 1863 until 1869, Mr.Flett taught in the district schools
in Kenosha County during thelninter terms and for-one:summer term,
In the s umger of 1869r in pafnnefship with another man, he purchased
a threahlng machine and went out to Iowa near Independence. where
they went from farm to farm While engageo in thle work,he lost
part of three fingers of his rlght hand.
In 1870 he entered Gberlln College, from which he g&aduated in
1875, He was a profound Latln scholar, well versed in the 1anguage

and llterature of that race of emplre bullders. In his sophomore




year he wes.appointed‘ﬁuter.in Latin, an honor, since students were
not generally given this position until the junior year. He taught
thet langpege for tﬁree years and was also offefed a perﬁanent position
as assistant tutor, which;he refused. In his §unier year, he was elect-
ed by,@nahimous vote'gf the class_ﬁé give the latin oration for the
“Junior Exhibition" {1-At %hie time the long vacation.mas in the winter,
50 that he was able to teach 1n dlstrlct schools during tha w1nter
terms. o S S . \

In 1875, he was chosen ‘Super intendent of Schools for Kenosha County, |
a 9031t10n he held for two years. From 1877 to 1879, he was Prlnclpal
of the Elkhorn High School

The school year of 1879 1880 he attended the Wlscon81n State Uni-
versity Law School, where he performed two years' work in 6ms, with
the result that, by unanimous vote of the faculty, he was given the
special privilege of ‘graduating at the end of the one year instead of
the required two years. o

After graduatlon Judge Flett came to Racine and opened an office
for the practlce of law, and on August 30, 1882, married Louise Townsend
of Elkhorn, who died January 8, 1920, leaving four daughters.

For several years hé was iﬁ partnership in practice with Judge
Elbert 0. Hand. Co o o : ‘
In 1887, he was elected by the Racine Common Council City.Attorney,

~and held the position four years. In 1897, he was elected Munlclpal
Judge and served g_n"_oii January, 1902. Although he could no doubt
have been re-eleefed he r efused to run, preferring not to engage in
a scramble for that offlce. - During the years 1880 to 1897, he was
Court.Comm1331oner.. He was a member of ‘the School Board in 1896- 1897.

'Frem 1909 to 1915, he was a Trustee on the Raclne Ggunty Insane
Asylum Board, and ih his.administration of 1ts affairs"he'gave the
same care and attention he always bestowed upon his own most import-
ant concerns. In 1912; he also acted as Trustee on the Taylor
Orphan Asylum Beard. He was also a Trustee of the Y.M.C.Ae for
several years. . | -

He was President of the Racine County Bar Association for
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the years 1921 and 1922. bHe was elso a director of ohe.Manufaoturers‘
National Bank for about twelve yeers, the greater.nortion of the
time being Vice President and ite attorney and counsel.
In 1925-1924 he was Chalrnan of the Budget Committee of the

Communlty Welfare League. e , '
| Subsequent to graduatlon'from'Oberlin a mational cpapter of
Phi Beta Kappa was founded 1n connection w1th the college. In the
meantime the records of the college had been destroyed by flre and

in order to aecertalnzwho were entitled to receive this degree a
queationnnire was sent out to the living members of eeoh class and
. congensus of opinion of the members of the:sereral classes was secured,
Under the plan, in connection with two others of the class of 1875, |
Judge Fletl received the coveted honor.

- In April, 1926, Judge Flett fell and broke hle left hlp, and
éied on- Mny 26, 1926. ' _

During his active career, estates and trusts aggregating'many
hundredswof'thousands.pf dollars passed under his'etewardship His
service cherges were extremely moderate Haé his efforts been on the'
material side of our. profeselon he could have accumulated a g;eat
for tune. |

Mnny whb were not'familﬂar with investmenos'and,the mana gement

of finances and property enorusted their entire estates to Judge Flett.
His care, skill and foresight are evidenced oy the fact, as we believe
the fact 1s, that none of his clients ever lost a dollar of either
prlnclpal or interest, and he never had to make up losses, because

no losses ever accrued,

In the oeath of hlS W1fe, January 8, 1920, Judge Flett sus tained
his most severe loss. 'She was an 1oea1'helpmeet in his early
struggles, easing his.careevnith true wifely oevotion. She reared
four daughters in tne'waye of rectitude and'rightlliving,- of whom
any parent may well-ne proud. |

When Judge Flett received the injury which incapeoitated him

from further eervioe and attention to duty, his books and eccounts
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were 80 kept as to be readily understandable and whlle he could
give but l}ttle 1nformat10n, advice or direction durlng hlS 1ast
illness, there was but siight,.lf any, occasion to eall for such,

During the three or four years prior tb his d eath, Judge Flett
ad justed his temporal affairs, He had long passed three score and‘
ten.  He:waé at peace,wgththeworld...His soul was at rest. He
tad hothing to look.ﬁaék upoh with regret. “He was ready for the end,
and awaited with ci&@mégs and confidence the final summoné. |

JudgelFlett gaverg 1afg§\paft'of his earnings and estate to
charity. There was nb'éstéhtation or display here. He frequently
stated to those who ;ﬁjoyed-his'donfidence that it were better to
give‘ﬁhat'could Ee gi;én while-alive and able to see to its prbpér
application where the most.good would follow, than risk having it
Gissipated in less béneficéntffobjects after death. |

As a lawyer he Was stualous. As anawdv1ser, he was careful and
accurate. During the four years he pr831oed over our Municipal
Court, he was laborlous, 1mpart1a1, incorruptible, patient and kind.
Always self- restralned never giving or unduly resenting of fense,
and possessed of-that unaffectad gentility resulting from tne
ﬁingling of'self-raspect with respect and kindness for other. Hse
was the ideal solicitor and counselor of whom we read. - He combined
his knowledge of the law with sound business principies and approved
practice in the adnﬁniatratién of the business and affairg of his
clients, His sterling Qualities and-unimpeachable honesty won his
way into the hearts of ail. '

-He was not a g@nius, but was amply endowed with saving grace
and sober common sense, which galned and held the estean and confidence
of his cllents, his brethren zmd at the bar and the public..

He was a firm and consistent Christian, a moral example, with’

a character abound;ng in lines of beautg, and showing scarcély‘a
tlemish or defect. '-ﬁowhere exaggerated, but'evérywberé strong,
a good and true frlend ana a man of great 1ntegx1ty.

In hls gNéing there was a touch of martyrdom. He has left a

)
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beaufifql memory, and the record of a life which isfén ins@iration,
and may well be i'in_i:tat'ed by all of us. o

"We cannot say that we ne'er shall see his like again., It is the
'~ characteristic of our ﬁrﬁfession in the processes of human evolu-
' tion to producé such as he, to lend dignity to our calling and forti-
fy it and its members in the confidence of the commnity.

Therefore, in tfibute and remembrance of our departed brother,

we pray that the:foiegping resolutions and memorial be received

and spread upon the records of our respective courts.

Racine, Wisconéin,_Novembér 15, 1926.

| JOHN B. SIMMONS
THOMAS M. KEARNEY .
WALTER C. PALMER
ELBERT B. HAND
WILLIAM D. THOMPSON

Committee of Racine County
Bar Association.
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