Msy it please the Court and Memberé of the Bar ap@ Fellow Citizgns:

The President of the_Racine County Bar Association ﬁas
appointed a Committee consisting of Williem D. Thompson, &. John
Wehmhoff and Llbert B. Band to announce to this Court in this form-
al manner the death of our friend &nd bdrother, Louis H. Rohr, a
member of the Bar of Racine County, who diedcat the City of Mil-
waukee May 16th, 1922. -

Although most of us were present on that May day when
our deasr friend was laid away emong the flowers he loved so well,
when all nature was bursting into bloom under the gquickening

touch of spring; yet, in accord with the honored custom of our

profession it is fitting that some formal recognition of the

event be taken, so that the records of this Cour? may speak in -
imperishable words of the love and esteem in which Louié H. Rohr
was held by all who krew him, and particulasrly by the members of

the Bar of this Court with whom he practiced.

It is appropriate that the memorisl of this Committee
should be prgsented by one who knew him well; who esw him daily
end by that contact learned to love and admire him for his splen~
did integrity, his unswerving honesty and above 811 his kind and
simple nature, stripped of all semblance of pretense or artifice.
For the 1ife of Louis H. Rohr was an open book. In it was nothing
hidden from his God or his fellowmen. I now cell upon E. John
Wehmhoff, his fellow townsman and practitioner at the Bar to

present the Memorial.

MEMORIAL OF THE RACINE COUNTY BAR ASSQCIATION ON
.THE LIFE OF LOUIS H. ROHR.

..".!_‘..._...............

- MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT: The Committee of the Racine

County Bar Associstion presents for record the following memoriel

on the life of Louis H. Hohr:

Louis Henry Rohr wes born in the town of Franklin, in

Milweukee County, Wisconsin, on the 25th aay of April, 1864. He




died in the City of Hilwaukee May 16th, 1922, fifty-eighﬁ years

of age. He wes the son of Jacob and Sophie Rohr, pioneer settlers
of Racine and Milweukee Counties. EHis father was born in Switzer-
land Janusry 23rd, 1823, and came to America with his parents when
a child, settling in Rochester, New York State. His ﬁother, whose
maiden name wes Rohrig, was born in Alsace, Germeny, March 10th,
1827. She too ceme to Americe when a c¢hild, eight years of age,
and with her parents settled in“Rochester. _

‘ Jacob and_SoPhia_Rohr were married in Rochester, New
York, June 17th, 1847. They moved to Wisconsin with their two
oldest children in the early sixties. .Here Jacob Rohr began farm-
ing, without having hgd much, if any, farming experience prior to
this time. They fifst lived in the Town of Frenklin, iilwaukee -
County, where Louis H. Rohr waslborn; and later moved to the Rohr
farm in the Town of Raymond, Racine gountyl near Kneeland, now
_occupied by the brother Oscer F. Rohr. Here both perents died.
Jecob Rohr died at the age of seventyrfwo yeers, Januery 2bth,
1895. Wophia Rohr lived to be over ninety-three years of age,
and died August 26th, 1919.

‘ Mr. Rohr spent his boyhood days on the farm. He re-‘
ceived only & country school education. He often spoke of his
lack of schooling and'regretted the fact that he did not have
high school and gollege treining. However, the foundations were.
well lajid, and this together with his natural desire for knowledge
and his varied and extensive reading more than made up for any
leck of formal training. As a metter of fact, and as & result of -
his constant desire for mental improvement, he was better trained
and better educated than most men who have had all of the education-
al advantages. -

Mr. Bohr worked at the printer's trade for sbout six
months efter leaving the farm. This was in his brother's office
in Milwaukee. His brother Jacob'L. Rohr, for whom he worked,

established the first job printing office on the"South Side."




After his printing experience he taught district school for a
number of years, working on the farm during the summer months.
It was while teaching school, end boarding at the home of her
éarents, that he became acquainted with Liiss Ella Davis, who he
later married. N -

In the year 1887, 35 years ago, Mr. Rohr went to Bur-
lington, Wisconsin, and began to study law in the office of his
brother-in-law, Mr. Thomas M. Kesrney. He had decided that he would
study elther law or ﬁed;cine, énd the opportunity Presenting itaself,
choose the law. He took the State Bar exeminetions and was admit-
ted to practice August 5th, 1890. He began precticing with Mr.
Kearney immedigtely after being édmitted. The firm was known as
"Kearney & Ronr" until Mr.“Kearney moved to Racine in September
;f the year"1895. Mr. Rohr practiced in Burlington alone after
Mr. Kearney went to Racine, an-so'continuéd down to the time of
his ﬁeath last May. On November Rlst, 1893, he married Miss Ella

Davis, of Milwaukee, daughter of Capt. Charles Davis, a well known

Great Lekes navigator. ]
 Wr. Rohr is survived by his wife and one son, Charles
D. Rohr and by three brothers, Dr. John H. Rohr, of North Mil-
Waukee, Oscer F. Rohr, of Raymon@, Jacob L. Rohr, of Wauwatosa,
and two_sisteré, Mrs. W. A. Whitney, of Summer Lake, Oregon, and
Mrs. Thomas M. Kearney, of Racine, Wisconsin. -

' During the last th1rty—f1va years of his life Mr.
Rohr devoted practically his entlre time to the study and prac-
tice of his profession. As attorney, he early became scquainted
and associated with the late C. B. McCanna in his various enter-

prises. Mr. Rohr was an important factor in the up-building of
the Wisconsin Condensed Milk Company, the Bank of Burlington, and
the Burlington.Brass-Works, industrieg whieh have flayed such an
important part in the development of Burlington and its vicinity.,

He had charge of the legal affairs of these companies and was



consulted et &ll stages oI their progress. Their success stands

a8 a monument_to his judgment and abil}ty.‘ At the time of his
death Mr. thr was Secretary'of the Wisconsiﬁ'Condensed Milk |
Company, Vice-President of the Benk of Burlington, and Vice-
Pregident of the Burlington Bress Works.

When this country was engaged in the Wo:ld-War Mr.
. Rohr gave his undivided attention and effort to fha Government.
He was Chairman of the Local Exemption ?oard for the 3rd Distriect
of Racine County. These services_covere& g2 period of nearly two
yearé and demanded the highest degree of firmness, of tact and
of juigment on the part of the Chairman. For his efficient and
¢onscientious work in this office Mr. Rohr received the highest
praise from the heads of this department of the govermment sefvice.
He refused to accept the compensation that the government allowed.
.He sald he was only doing his guty as & citizen.

_ In politics Mr. Rohr was a Republican. He was always
considered fhe L0931 Headquarters of the conservative branch of
the Republican ﬁarty. He enjoyed this work. The association with
keen, sctive, capable men appesled to him with great force. He
not only followed the political thought and movement of his time
with the greatest interest, but he contributed to this thought as
well. Men high in the rarty ranks eagerly sought his views and
opinions. He gave his time and his money freely to the advancement
of his political ideals. Mr. Rohr never sought a political office
for himself. In this he was peculiar, and yet this attitude re-
flects an outstanding charecteristic of his nature, the unselfisgh-
ness of his disposition. Aside from his war work and work done
88 & member of the School Board of the Burlington Union School
District his influence in public affairs was exerted indirectly
through others who held office and who came to him for counsel and
advice. Mr. Rohr once stood for election to the oféice of County

Judge. It 1s certein that had he been elected to that office he




would have performgd its duties faithfully and with efficiency.

Mr. Rohr was & great lover of books. +He' kept his law
library up to date by the oonstant purchase of reports, digests,
testbooks and othér works of reference. 1In this particuler he
went considerably beyond what one would expect of a country law-
yer. Beside his interest in the works of his profession Mr.

Rohr was interested in generél literature. His home library con-
tained many voluﬂas of the better editions which most of us do

not purchase. Because of his book interests and sssocistions

Mr. Rohr was an exceptionsally interesting companion, beside_beingl
naturelly agreeable, to thoss fortunate enough to really enjoy his
acquaintance. He would illustrate hie idees with gquotations from
the gems of literature, with bitsrof 0dd or quaint learning gath-
ered from far and near, for his own delight and the pleasure of
his hearers. He knew Shakespea;e apd Dickens and the works of the'
standard authors as prbbably few 1awyefs have found time to Ikmow
them. o _ _ o |
| Louis H. Rohr was a successful lawyer. He was faithful
and loyal to his clients, and they knew it. They received full
measure at his hands. They liked him, relied upon him with ut-
most confidence and trusted him. In associstion with other at-
torneys_he_was kind, sagreeable, heipful and appreciative. To his
opponants he ﬁaa fair and just. The fundamental principles of the
profession were part and parcel of his make'up. In his ansaslysis
of right and wrong he drew the lines more closely; and made finer

distinctions, and lived up to these measurements. A client said

of him - "You can depend upon Rohr's being ﬁpon the right side of
every moral issue": This is high éraise! A

Before we élose this_haultingﬂand incomplete enumersation
of our collesgue's virtues we must esll attention to his exception-
8l modesty and sélf—effaeement. While there was no movement that

did not receive his critical attention and no propogition that

made for progress that did not receive his unqualified suppori,




yet he never put himself forward &s its sole exponent and defendant.
He was content with the privilege of counseling and advising, he
was zealous in giving credit where credit was due, where others
were concerned, but as for teking or compelling credit to himself
he could not arouse any interest. He did his work as it came be-
fore him. He was pleased with the opportunity for service. In
these respects we associate Mr. Rohr's attitude with the sentiment
of the poem:

"Who drives the horses of the sun

Shall lord it but a day;

Better the lowly deed were done,

And kept the humble way.

"The rust will find the sword of fame

The dust will hide the crown;

Ay, none shall nail so high his name

Time will not tear it down.

"The happiest heart that ever beat

Was in some quiet breast

Thet found the common dsylight sweet

And left to Heaven the rest."

.(John Vence Cheney.)

Mr. Rohr's home life was ideal. After office hours he
~ was to be found at home where he spent his time in his garden or
in his library. The lest month of his life seemed especially hap-
. py. He seemed in hetter health'than he had been for some time.
He rejoiced in the cpming of spring. He took greater delight in
his beautiful home, in his garden,rhié shrubs and in the growing
things about him. He and Mrs. Rohr were planning an sutomobile
trip through the New Englend Stetes during the coming summer, and
he had ordered a new sutomobile especially for this purpose.

On Tuesdsy morning, May 16, last, he took the early
morning train for Recine. This was the day he died. He was par-

ticularly happy. At Racine he transacted his business, proved a

Wwill in the Probate Court and attended to other matters that re-
quired his attention._ At noon, together with a friend of his boy-

hood days, he went to Milwaukee plamning to attend a Masonic meet-

ing there. He and his friend, Mr. Frank Horton, lunched together,




and were just about to separate, when Mr. Rohr complained of a

severe headachs. ﬁis condition suddenly became critical. He
lepsed into unconsciousness, and died at the Emergency Hospital
within two hours. His brother was called, and every effort made
t0o render assistance, but to no avail.

Mr. Rohr died in the prime of life. As his brother,
Dr. John H. Rohr has said: "His sun went down at noon." He was
honored and respected by every one. His sudden death has shocked
us all. The poem that the late Chief Justice Winslow quoted in
response to a memorial on the late John Barnes is equelly appro-
priate here:

"Why mourn for him?

For him the welcome angel came

Ere yet his eye with age was dim

Or bent his manly frame.

"His weapon still was bright,

His shield was lifted high,

To vanquish wrong, to save the right,
What happier hour to die?"

Respectfully submitted:-
November 20th, 1%22.
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COQXZttee Racine County Bar Association.

May it please the Court:

In concluding this memorial The Committee respectfully
--ask the adoption of the following Resolutions:

WHEREAS, Death has teken from us our desrly beloved
friend and brother, Louie H. Rohr, who died at Hilwaukee, Wisconsin,
on May 16th, 1922, and who for a period of thirty-two years prac-
ticed his profession at the Bar of this County and Stete:

RESOLVED, that while bowing in submission to the Divine
Will; we in common with the other members of the Ber deeply deplore

his loss;




RESOLVED, that in his death the Bar has been deprived
of one of its most useful and honored members, and the community
and State in which he lived has been bereft of an upright and
exemplary citizen, whoée services to his fellowmen will be great-
ly missed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in remembering his unfail-
ing courtesy, his Iindustry, his keen sense of honor, which stood
the test of every experience, we will endeavor to emulate his vir-
tues, to the credit of the beloved profession in which we are co-
workers.
| BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that while we mourn his loss
and the departure of his earthly presence, the spirit of his life
and acts will be & cherished memory and an exemple and inspiration
to so do andzlive that it may be said of us as it may be so fitting-
1y said of him; -

"Life is all the sweeter that he lived,

All he loved seems sweeter for his sake;
Death is &8ll the brighter that he died,
Heaven is all the brighter that he's there."

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, that our heartfelt sympathy be
tendered to the bereaved family; that this memorisl and these Re-
solutions be spread upon the Minutes of this Court and a copy be
transmitted to his widow; and as a further mark of respect that

the Courts of this Couﬁty ad journ for the day.
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