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Address. Hon.John B.Winslow.

GENTLEMEN OF THE BENCH AND OF THE BAR:%

In common with men generally we accept the practice
of pausing at the passing of the year to take account of .1its
gains and its lossese We view in retrospect the period closing
and consider of its gifts and of its burdens. We cast up its
account,setting on the one side that which we have had and on
the other what has been taken awaye We balance the,one-against t
the other and determine whether the year has been successful or
otherwisee This is a prudent pmactice,conducive to progressd and
the correction of errors in actione I speak of material things;
of mere business practices followed in dealings in money and
goods and lande

There g;e another class of happemings not recorded in
ledgers of cash' books or on inventory sheetse These never ap-
pear in the writien record of our business acogmﬁlishments; They
are preserved nevertheless;they arex recorded in our hearts and
are held in its innermost recesses for safe keepinge These are
the friendships we have formed as We journeyed down life's
way,~the friends we have known and loved and trusted through the
yearse |

And theée coﬁstitute man's dearest possessions.They
are the real acquisitions of 1ife;the belongings which neither
failurehor untoward circumstance can dépriée us ofe They survive
the comings and the goings of 1life until death breaks the chain
which binds us to theme The affections of true friendéhip grow
into feelinés akin to veneration when the shadows gather and
when those we’lqvé pasé through the mists into the unending life

beyonde
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When we fail in a business.undertaking we'set about the
recovering of our 153893. There is a pleasure in turning failure
into success;in retrieving the results of our errors through
more perfect business functioning. There is happiness,indeed,
in looking down from the mountain pesk,gained through much striv-
ing,over the broken way our feet have followed in reaching ite.

Vhen a friend passes on we ﬁay not regain the loss we
sustain because of his goinge That loss is irretrievable. He
is with us no longere His voice is no longer hearde His famil-
iar hand clasp is no longer felte The comfort of his presence
is no longer experiencede He has undertaken the great adventure,-
as great as life itself,-as it is its complemente Our only

comfort and recompense lies in the assurance we all feel that

ell is well with him and that,if we deserve it,we shall have
him near t0 us againe

There is merit in the appreciation of the gifts we
receive as we travel along the way and demerit in the lack
of ite Ingratitude deserves all of the censure heaped upon ite
The extent of ome's gratitude may well be measured out accord-
ing to the valus ‘or utility of the favor receivede But it
should be felt and manifested i1f we are to escape the just con~
demnation of men.

- The 1psses.we have suffered in goods or money or lands
are of small momente In years to come they will not be missed
and mankind,as a wholé,is probably as well off as beforee

We are met here this morning to consider one of the loss,
es we have met with during the year which we may not repairy-
that sustained by the members of the benmech and bar here ,where

bhe had his home for so many yearé;by the state he loved;by the n
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nation and by mankind in the death of Chief Justice John
Bradley Winslowe '

I speak of him this morning as one who knew hime We met
when hs was a candidate for the position of judge of the Cir-
cuit Court of the First Wisconsin Circuit. From that time on
I stooﬁ in that reletion to him sustaimed by 81l of the older'
members of this bare He directed the eniry of the order per-
mitting me to practice my profession as s lawyere. For more
than thirty~-five yéars I appearsd before him while he presid=
ed ih éourte where my tasks required me to bee I formed my '
own notion ag to the sort of man he wase. I heard what others,mor@"
capable than I,said of him and of the service he rsnderede Durw
Ing all of the period referred to,-a time beyond the averagé
active 1ife,-I followed hig course,noted his reasonings,caught
his views8 of the problsems which vexed mankind,~and profited
from it alle.

It is needless to.speak of the lifework of Judge Winslow
in terms of pralses His life needs no advocate in order that
it may be understood?pf mene He fiied his own place in public

opinione He lived openly,in the best sense of that word,sober-

ly,clearly,fairly,~in the full sight of all of his neighbor-
hoods His acts,while living,need neither excuse nor elugidation.
He set an example that men may follow without fear.

In his work as a lawyer and as a judge Chief Justice

Winslow employed marked clearness‘of thought and lucidity of
speech, Few jurists surpassed him in acourate knowledge of the
law and none in e¢larity of its expression, He‘never becloudad/’
thought in a multitude of wordse His habits of mind as a judge

were wellenigh perfects He experienced no difficulty in getting

at the precise matters in dispute in any controversye. He knew
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how to wimmow testimony in a case,-how to separate the-wheat
from the chaffes He took firm hold of the facts before him and
he had an intuitive appreciation of the rules of law appliocable
to theme ’

He ﬁas a lover of exact justice and he knew how helpful
ware the rdles of equity 1q dispensing ite He was fearless,with-
out show,ss strong as @& liopg in sustaining right,as tender as a
child in his sympathies for the fallene He despised the hypoorite
and made short work of any cause in which a sulitor sought to
secure an unfair advantage; He was alive to the fact tyat the
activities of men are broadening,constantly,and that old prin-
ciples had to be molded and fashioned to fit new conditions. His
sympathies were with the common run of men and he was wont to
say that if the courts took care of the rights of the common man
the rights of all would be preservede He enjoyed the comsidera-
tion of the greater problems of the law and never failed to note
that these were often presented in cases where the properﬁy or
matter in dispute was of sgall monetary value. Many of his writter/
opinions are classical in structure and in brevitye. Others are mile=-
stones in the road over which the law has progressed in dealing
with the affairs of mene. It is within modest speech to assert that
few of the jurists of America had a greater number of admirers than
he. His work will live to illumine the way during all of the years
to comee

Many lawyers and judges are little better than hermits,~
unknoﬁn beyond the courts where they work and the cecaves into which
they retire when .a professional task is dones Judge Winslow was

not one of thesee He found time to serve 1n other and widely varied

capacitiess -Few others were more. active than he in dealing with the
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problem of the reclamation of criminels;with the matier of the
care and moral training of the young and with the mays and means
of preventing the recurrence of wars smong the nations. To these
and other metters of moment to mankind he gave deep and sarnest
thought and efforte. His views on some of these were printed and
preserved. They are all of a high order of meribe

He was always considerate of the young lawyer. His friend-
ship fﬂiothem resulted to their very great advantage. He devoted
much of his time to encouraging them in the work of securing a
gound working knowledge of the lawe The hooks he wrote were intend-
od as aids to them in their worke.n He said that he hoped that they
might serve that ende

His great burdens were lightened by higs fine sense of
‘humors No one else could discern the quaintly humorous aspect of
a court controveréy quicker than he, He di& not allow this gift
to become manifest - in the written récords 0of his tasks. Those who
knew him well did not fail,however,to note the quiet pleasure he
derived out of controversies which less agile minds treated with - .
marked,though undeserved,seriousnesse In his private intércourse
wiﬁh men éhis sense of humor found expfession in bright sallies
0f cleanly wit and in the pleasantries which add so much of happi=-
ness to those about us.

He was & rare friend and companione In his family 1ife he
was deeply beloved and among his intimates he commanded respect and
admirations He was unaffected,sincere,delightful,from every point
of viewe He bound his friends to him in & permanent sort of waye
‘He enjoyed them,was always happy to say so;and they were happy in
hls companyes The death of any of them distressed him deeplye.

A few yoars since it fell to my lot to present Ho the Su-

preme Court of this state the memorial of the State Bar Association
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in the matter of the death of Mr.Charles Quarles,the noted Mil=

waukee lawyers Mr.Quarles and Judge Winslow had been lifelong friends,

Their relations had been close and unusually corﬁial. Each admired
the other in a sincere ﬁnd active waye They were gquite alike in
many respectsSe

While addressing the bench‘l had occasion tow refer to
the very charming personsal gualities of the deceased scholar and
lawyers This evidently recalled some partcular circumstance to
Judge Winslow's minde He never t0ld me what it wase.Bul the memory
caused hilﬁto lose for the instant his usual spendid reserve and
the hof tears of sorrow fell from his face to the desk below. He
testified to the strength of a great friendship.

Afflicted with an incurablé malady,with death approaching
and the time of parting near,he found consolation in a splendid
feith in God and in His enduring mercy and love. Qe believed that
he would meet his friends again in a life without endinge While

his sufferings were great he knew with the gentlest of poets,-that.-

!

"The path of sorrow and that path alone

"Leads to the land where sorrow is unknowne "

A few days before he died Chief Justice Winslow wrote & letter
of appreciation to a friend who had, rendsred him some little ser-
vice. He thapked the latterfor his kindness and closed his letter
in this wayRs- |
| "I am fighting a hard battle and we may not

meet againe.I'll not say goodbye but express the hope that,

in some fairer clime;l may bid you good~morning."

Nothing else could more fittingly exemplify‘the character
of the dead jurist that this expression of the hope that,in the

fulness of God's time and according to the Divine will ,hés friends
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.Would come to him to remew the pleasant associationalhere,-never B
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again to be severede |
k May I express the hope the%,inspired by this splendid
example,onr111Ves may be so ordered that,when life's work is done,

we may seek rest sustained by the same slendid hopé and confidence?

I ecan do no better in closing this brief tribuye to one
who was & true and constant ;riend than to repeat his lan~
guage in accepting a tribuwbe presented to the Supreme Court up-
on the death of one he held deare '

"An& g0 we say the final word"farewell2" to that brave
and knightly soul which has put forth into the unknown dark
sooner,but only a 1ittle sooner,than its mates. Shall we again
have converse with him? Shall we once more hold sweet communion
with that rare spirit in some fairer land than this?

Alas,we know not,
“&et-love will dream and faith will trust,
(Since He who knows our needs is just)

That somehow,gomewhere,meet we muste.”

4
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‘ WEERBAS H&nbrable Jorm Braalqy W1nsiow, formarly o |
resident of Racine and a wewber of the bar of this county,after—
ward, from 18835 to 1891, Judge of the Firat Judicial District of
Wisconaig, and ;hgn, for the rqmgindar pf his life, & meskiE 0F

the Supr@he Court of the State,snd since 19807 its Chief Justice,

died ot his home in the City of Hadison on the 13th day of July

19205 and - | | |
| ~ VEHBHEAS, the‘memhers'ﬁﬁ the Benoh and of the Bar of Raoine
- County desire ﬁp:plnoe on rvecoxd, in plqin..simp;e.and_ainoera
phrasce, as would Ye his wish, their appreciatiocn of the eharaéter'
of thetdeoeased Chief Justice, and an oxpression of ths_sorrow
and sende of loss which ihey feel because of his deafh:.
THERRPORE, RESOLVID

By the nanbers of tha.Bench! end of the Bax of
Raoine County, that in the death of Honorabdle John Bradley
Winelow, we recognize the papsing of one of our country's
greatest juriate,- of a‘mgdél trial judge, and & keen winded,
dignifigd, but k;ndlf prosiding Justice in the Staie'q nighent
tribunal, - of;a devoted and oonstant servant of jJustice, - of an
‘alert and patriotie citizen animated by high purposes ant 6?
unsullied character, - en upstanding manly men nf'bruad.hnman. |
sympsthies, & in private I4%c o lovable friend ind cespanion, - dhd

o acholax whnaa aecompliahmﬁnts viere bruaa and unuaually cumplete.

- —_ -

J

FURTHER REbGEEED: -
. That as a mark of our heartfelt anrrow over the
death of Chief Justice Winalow and of cur Tespect for his 1BEsYy,
these,reaolutiona be offered for record in ihe courts of record
" of Racine County, and o gopy . thereof be forwarded to the family .
' §f the deceased, and a coﬁy algo to the Clerk of the Suprane

Court,
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"SIMMONS & WALKER

COUNSELLORS AT LAW

JOHN B.SIMMONS .
MORTIMER E.WALRER RACINE,WIBCONSIN

December
Thirtieth
19 220,

Hon, D, H, Flett,
Chairman of Committee,
Racine, Wis,

Dear Judge Flett:

I regret very much to inform you
that previous plans and engagements render it imposs-
ible for me to be present and participate in the mem-
orial exercises in honor of the late Chief Justice,
Hon, John Bradley Winslow,

Among all the men I have known,
there is none to whose memory I would more gladly pay
respectful and reverent homage, ‘and, next to my own
father, none whose passing could wake a stronger chord
of personal sorrow,

Wnether we think of him as the
great jurist, thorough-going in his honesty and inde-
pendence, with a Xeen sense of justice, alert mind
and trenchant reasoning, and his constant effort to
make the admwinistration of the law progressive and
keep it abreast of the times, - or whether as a citi-
zen high minded, quick to detect the root of evil
tendencies and prompt and active to correct them, -
as a scholar and writer with his broad attainments

. and enviable felicity of style and expression, - or
just as a human being, with his keen sense of the
ludicrous, his own dry humor, his capacity for frienda-
ship and companionableness, - we are filled with a
profound sense of grief at what we have lost as a
state, as a profession; and in the more personal rela-
tion,

It is well that we honor him for
in doing him honor we do exalt ourselves,

Very respectfully yours




‘_ii. qnuwv - ....-» -
m m D Wﬂuv r!..
DEC 3 1 Ly2u

K@»\?@ T,

Clerk of tite Circuid c,eEa.

—r . e =

o A . = =

e TIPS




MRMORIAL. SERVICES ON DEATH . . " 5

- OF,

'. -

JUDGE JOHN B.WINSLOW
December 51 1920

N ."“.l

© My - firet acqquntance with Judge Winslow began in the aummer of
1880 and from that tnne un to nis. death l regarued him as a per-

o a - .‘._ R _N:.,-.“._.‘ __A:_\_ 5 :..._.-._,A-, . _-.....-..-,._,__-‘-,._. at

eonel friend Whenever he came to Racine I was almoet eure of a
'pereonal call and a delightful visit As a friend he endeared
R hnneelf to: all wzth whmn he came in contact by his winnlng

personality. 1u.l,';Vl.j 'wkj;}.~r¢f“.

' ﬁhtu7¢eﬁz When I first knew h1m he Wae City Attcrney, practlclng alone

: with an office in the Lukes Block He afterwarde fonued a partner-

'ehip with Charles A Browneon and a hittle later with Joeeph V. ‘

L ‘.

Quarlee."
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'-_Ouiside.or nieAnork;;he nae greetlriinterested'and~acti§;,in -
many other 1ines. For manwweare hehwas one of the trustees of
_Racine College and labored zealouely for ite auccess.'.,ﬁ

He was also one of the leedere in the State Y M 0 A work and
one of the 1eading epirits of the American Inetitute of Crhninel

Law end Criminology.

~ :.,-._..

But it was ae 8 lawyer dnd“ *judge*‘that hie epecial talente_.
were most conepicuoue.; His report as referee in the Caee-Fieh
ilitigation wae most naererly andllaid the foundation for his
.tubeequent career.,g_.m.w 7" 'f:.._""u f[; ,5f ,"_ “r.e-. }.:

Hie selection as Circuit Judge in the firet inatance in 1883

in a dietriot 80 overwhelmingly Republican while he wae a Democrat

and hie re-eleotion afterwarda without onpoeition was - high tribute o

fto his character and ability.‘
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And his work as Circui‘ Judge was so satisfactory to the public '
lgenerally, that in 1891 he was appointed as Asscciete Justice of the .
'Supreme Court of Wisconsin to fill tnetacancy caueed by the death of
Judge Teylor end was elected fcr the unexpired tenm in 1892 and
re-elected in. 1895 h905 and 1915, t f

| - During his 1ong tenn as a- Judge of the Supreme Gourt he ff
partisipeted in the decision of neerly 10, 000 cases. His written

' decisions were usually brief but were models of clear and vigorous
thought and felicity of expression' and no man, since the death of .

Judge Ryan nearly one-half a century ago has done 80 much to put

the Suprene Court of Wisconsin in the front rank of State uCcurts

as Judge Winslow.~ e - - ' . |
| Judge Winslow cnce made ‘the.: statement that

R
"The practice cf 1aw wae not a trade but a ministry.

‘and e never varied from that high ideal. T

To quote thn wcrds of another. - tVE“
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