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WHEREAS] . The Almighty God, in hlB w1edom, hae
-llremoved from thls.earthe7the sphere of activ1tiee Elbert
" 0. Hand ‘one of the dletlngulehed membere of thle bar and‘
| WHEREAS We, the memhere of the Raclne County bar,
recognize the sterling worth and character, the great abllity
‘ and the delightful oompan;onehlp of eald Elhert 0. Hand, and
the great loss we. have all sustained by reason of hie deeth
and the great 1oea euetalned by the Honorable Circult Court
;‘the Fonorable County Court and the Honorable Municipal Court
:of Racine County, end :g ) .. f‘ jﬁ"-ii-&j_'_

‘ WHEREAS We dee;re to 1eave eome fltting testimony
i of our apprecietlon of the great eerv1cee heahas rendered f
" these Courts and the bar durlng his life’time 'and '-. i*? CE;;
| WHEREAS We further real1ze the great loso to the |
' members of hls family and wigh €6 expreee our elncere sympatny T
'tln thelr bereavement o | -

NOW THEHEFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the members of
* the Raclne Bar do deeply

‘eplore his death and ‘as a teetlmon-
ial of our’ appreciatlon_ the great services he hae rendered '::
‘the ‘Courts of this State and the honor he hae glven to the var. |
in his life time; do herew1th move the Honorable Circuit Court
fof Raclne County, the Honorable County Court of Raclne County,_
.'and the Honorable Munlclpal Court of Raclne County, that these
y reeolutione be epreed upon the’ recorde of*the Courte hereln S

‘referred to, and s '”5_‘ h . .f'\'_ ‘

BE IT FUBTHER RESOLVED that 2 copy hereof be eent
to the members of his famlly, and ' ' o

- BE IT FUBTHER RESOLVED, that ae a further teetlmoniel
'dof our eppreclatlon, that the Honorable Supreme Court of thie

J

fState, of wh;ch he was one of the oldeet end moet honored

n

practitionere be requested to permlt the bar of Rac1ne County

o 4 . .
-, .
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to hold Memorial Serv1ces 1n hlB honor before that Court

) AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as 8 speclal mark of
respect to the memory of. the deceased Elbert 0. Hand the ;l"“
Honorable Clrcuit Court of Raclne County, the Honorable o
County Court of Racine County, and the Honorable Mnnlclpalﬁ

Court of Raczne County, be closed for the remalnder of the;
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HONOBABEE JUDGES"

. Havzng been appomnted ae a committee for that
purpose by the Raclne Bar Aeeoclatlon, 1t becomes our ead duty
"to officially notlfy you ae the preeldlng Judgee of the Honor- .

.able Ciroult Court of Baclne County, the Honorable COunty Court
‘ of Raclne County, and the Honorable Munlclpal Court of Baclne

County, that the oldeet living member of thle Bar and ogg?of _U
' its moet dzetmgulshed membere, paeeed awa;y on ‘the /7
A day of June, 1915 at the extreme age ofé{yﬂ i- yeare.' _
‘ Wlth the passing away of Judge Elbert 0. Hand o
evwe have lost the last eurv1v1ng member of the old eohool of .
_lawyere and it is. llke drawing the curtain of another decade in’ ;ja-
‘.hletory.. It is to be regretted that many of the younger membere,fixv
"of the Bar did not know him better. Thie wae ot due to any R
neglect on the part of Jundge Hana but was due large to hie
1nfirmitiee in hie later yeare ana the fact that he had turned- -

over the actlve part of hle 1ife work to: hls eon, who ie an

':ffhonored member of thle Bar. In the hletory of the Bar of thle‘;".-

County it hae been & rare 1nstance that father and eon were
actlvely practlcing at thle bar together.- fhoggﬂgzo hnew

Judge Hand durlng hle actlve 11fe at the bar realize what a {].ﬁﬁ
great 1oee we have ‘81l eustalned.. Judge Hand wae a man of

| nterling worth, etrlct 1ntegr1ty, wrapped up,in hlS profeseionn:':
and in hlS famkly llfe, falthful to hle relzgloue bellef and

no greater reepect could be paid to hle memory than the fact

" that for’ more than half a century he held the hlgheet poeition‘

: that any layman could hold 1n hleschurch and aleo wae a ‘
repreeentatlve of that church organization in 1te 1nternationa1

meet held in Scotland.. Many of - the membere of thle bar can b 5o

'teetiﬂy from pereonal experlence hlB kindneee to the younger

'h membera of the bar he wae ever helpful thoughtful and conelder-j"

ate to the young practltloner._ Pereonally, I wish at thle time
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-and- not of the heart. f? j‘ :i'fj"lgd:‘ :f;..’:"

to testify before these Courts, to the great help and aesistance'ﬁ

LI '

|  he rendered me as a student 1n his office when he was associated
w1th our Honorable Brother,Judge Dav1d ‘He- Flett.» Af@er entering .

the practioe it wag a peculiar 1ncident that my first trial ‘be- -

fore a jury 1n this Circuit Court should be w1th Jundge Hand '.'

i as my opponent and I shall never forget his considerats treat—'

: ment of me on that cccasion ,as the baby of the bar.. This was ;,‘

not because of any personal feeling toward me, but it was his f‘

universal treatment of his associates at the bar on: all occs- A

‘ _‘ . A -1‘; ol

sions. -1t was not my privilege to know him during the time that

: he presided over theHonorable county Court of Racine County, but

the records of that Court show the same. pains-taking care to his

duties, the same self-sacrifice and devotion that marked his .
1ife wcrk. Jutdge Hand would not have me, ‘at such a time as ii Ce
this, 1ntimate that he dld not make mistakes, or that he did |

not have faults. To admit that is but ‘to admit that he was-

-human, and we, -the members of this bar are the first to reccg—-

'l

‘ nize human weakness, but I can . truthfully say that his faults |

and mistakes were few and were mistakes and faults of. the head

The influence of Judge Hand's life upon the members '

_‘of this bar will be 1cng and lasting and will all be upward
" d great honor to himself and his family and an honor to the
sCourts before which he practiced. Judge ‘Hand. was a, member of _
': this bar for more years than I ‘have lived and his great devotion
k""to his family is ev1denced by hlS desire to give to each of his
'children the highest possible education, nc matter What the cost .
)13-- At the time of his death hemas the oldest graduate of the a
‘~Univereity of Wisconsin._ Evsryone of his children was a graduate
: of the same 1nst1tution and some of his grand children are. now
r-attending the same 1nstitution. What a glorious structure he

- has erected for the future of his family and mankind.

ey




N Judge Hand was a great public benefactor, never
ehlrklng any public reeponelblllty,‘regardlees of the eelf—?,:
| eacrlflce entalled & man of strong convlctlon, ever ready |
to give the beneflt of ‘his couneel and adv1ce to thoee who
°.oou1d proflt thereby,aregardlese of fee or reward. It 18,.
therefore, flttlng that we ehould take the tlme of these
.Honorable Courte, whlch he hae 80 hlghly honored as’ an

offlcer of in ‘the paet by memor1a11z1ng them and making

v -

B *

our memor1a1 a. permanent record upon thelr booke.‘ -
. As an ev1dence of hie eacrlflce to hze fellow
:cltlzens, I w1eh to remlnd you that when merely eeveé; yeare
ilof age, for the purpoee of carrying out his etrong convictione
of rlght and wrong, at the earneet eolicitatlon of the }-
citlzene of thle oommunlty, he permltted hlmeelf to become "
.'a candidate for Dletrcit Attorney, whlch was equlvalent to ‘an -
-e&ection even though he was a member of. the minorlty party
" in thle County, and I can eay, w1th truthfulneee, that ne .
District Attorney of thie County hae ever retired - from that
aoffice with more falthful devotions to the dutzee*of the
"offlce than Judge Hand dld. He belleved in the law as. he .
"found it, belleved that a law that stood upon the statute,ht:

booke ehould bE enforoed and regardleee of thr-e:z-.tﬁ’.,:”.t ‘3'1

,1n31nuatzon,kcontempt, pureued ‘his dutlee to what he belived :
:the rlght. And I think at thie tlme, it ie rlght and proper .
that I ehoald take advantage of thie opportunity to eay that B
A‘;one of ‘the leeaone I would llke £6 draw to your attentlon 1e the
'fact that the membere of thle bar have not known Judge Hand so |
‘well becauee we are entirely too much wrapped up in oureelves
and our work to do what the old echool of lawyere, of whlch he
, wae the laet representatrve héﬁﬁd} namely, to thlnk of each

other. I am a etrong advocate and a flrm bellever of the 1dea

‘that each of the members of thls bar is d01ng what he believeel




to be right and that we each need encouragement of our

hfellow membere of - the bar. It is true that our work
neceeearily bringe etrlfe between ug. in- the services of
I‘our reepective cliente, but 1t neeme to me. that we could

' well emulate the oid'echool:andwhen that“etrifefie over;l:u
'remember'that welare brothere'and friendeﬂand officerel |

of the same: Courts. May we not therefore, in the future

become cloeer in our pereonal relatione forget our little--'qud;;-i

differencee, and ae repreeentativee of the greatest pro- ‘
feesion;:it is permitted any man to enteﬁ, May we not be-: _ﬁ* '“i
come brothers in a cloeer union than ever before.,_jh o
Theee memorial exercises would be incomplete '
.-'withdut a hietory of the lifé of our dietinguished brother,
_Flbert o. Hand was - born in New Leavenwrtth Columbiaggounty, .
'NeW'York November 29th 1830 ‘and is . deecending from Engliih
anceetore on both eidee of the famixy., Both of his grand
parents were natives of New York. . When he was but a boy, hie
‘}‘parente removed to Walworth County and yet while but g5 boy, . ;1
‘he traveled to California‘in 1849 driving an’ ox team acroee"‘ :

the plain arriving at what is now PlacerVille, and 1ater on

vwroked upon the north fort of the. American River. In 1853

=

.'f he returned by way of the Panama route, prepared for college

at Leonie Michigan, entered the eophomore class at the

' Univereity of Wieconein at Madieon and - graduated in 1859-

Bid yeare ago. The follow1ng year he epent in the Law
School at Albany, from which 1netitution he graduated in 1860
being a. practitioner for fifty-five yeare. In September, 1861- :
‘he ‘was married to Margaret S.,Budd 8 native of Reneueller County
"New York and in December of‘the eame year he brought his bride
:to Racine. After eutabliehing himeelf in Racine he eoon worked

) p a 1ucrative practive and 1n‘1868 was appointed County Judge
vof Racine County by Governor‘Feirchidd and was’ elected for

' three eucceeeive terme, holding that office for thﬂirteen yeare,

r I
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..havlng held that offlce longer than any other Judge whoever
prealded over it. It wae 1n 1890 that he wae elected Jﬁ
'hbletrict Attorney.. Judge Hand entered the firm of Byon & Hand
‘1n 1861 whrch flrm afterwards became Dyon, Adame & Hand.. In 1881
‘ hamng decllned re electlon a8 County Judge, he became\the eenior 2; '
-'omember of the firm of Hand & Flett whlch contrnued untll 1897 1l1.
. when Judge Flett left the actlve practice to become the Judge of :
"ithe new Mnnioipal Court then created. On the ret;rement of Judge‘_
-.;_?lett hls son, one of our honored brothers at thze bar, entered
".'the f;rm and elncechatmgﬁger?%eﬁgﬁybgggd n%$§95§ :ngngand@ and/\;-"
In the future work of our bar we ahall mles hls preeence,
hls genlal amile hle eourteous and conelderate treatmant hie warm

lhand~clasp, and hls many eympathetio encouragement but 1 cannot

'ﬂgbut feel that we will meet hlm 1n ¥:1 higher ephere agaln he 1e not

-

‘gone hls preeence w1ll be'with us, and T am ramrnded--} C
_By the hut of the peaeant where,poverty weepe,; '
: "And nigh to. .the towers of the King, . -

Close, close to- ‘the, ‘eradle where infancy aleeps

. ‘And joy lovés to linger and sing. ,
: Llea a.garden of 1light full. of heaven'e perfume, -
.. . VWhere never a’ teardrop ig "shed, S 7 '
-And the rose :and the' lily are. ever: 1n bloom -
i -‘Tle the lamd of the beautlful dead.“. -

.Each moment of l1fe a meaaenger comee‘f, ) o o
oo -And beckong man over the-way;. el sl
' Through the heart sobs of women and rolling of drume s
o The army’ of .mortals chey. -~ P e e

- How lips’ that have. kissed not a motlonleee brow e '

: _ A face from each flreelde kas fled; . - ..o

But we know .that ourloved ones are watching now vl

In the 1and of the beautiful dead._.‘ d

“Hot & charm that\we knew erethe bound'ry was- croeaed
.- - And we stood on the valley alone; . - - -
-Not & 'trait that we prized- in-our darlings is loat
) They- havefairér  and livelier grown, :
K 'Ae ‘the-lilies burst: forth when the-shadows-of- nlght
.. Into bondage. at daybre ‘ak are led,
~.“ 8o they bask in the glow by the pillar’, of lzght
' In the land of the beaultful dead. ﬁ :

T fa .
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CHARLES HENRY IEE was a native
of Racine, having been born here on August 22, 1847,
his whole life was spent in this community and here he
passed away on Tuesday, September 8, 1914, at the age
of sixty-seven. To his native city he was ever
loyal.

His father, Alanson Henry lee, was a
native of Comnecticut and his mother, Permelia A.
Gaylord, of New York, His grandfather was Brewster
Lee, a descendant of Elder Brewster of the Mayflower,
and of a family of J,ees which had been established
in New England for nearly two centuries at the time
Alanson, at the age of twenty, left the parental roof.

Sojourning in New York state long
enough to take unto himself a wife, Hr. TLee's father
came to Racine in 1840, where in connection with Joihn
Dickson he engaged in merchandising and for nearly
twenty years the firm of J,ee & Dickson held the lead-
ing place among the city's merchants., At that time
railroads were unknown and the city's trade was carried
inland by teams a distance of from fifty to seventy
miles, Before the father's death, which occurred in
1861, he had seen the new city grow into a port of
the first importance and the wagon transport give place
to ‘railroads reaching out to the north, south and west.

Mr.Lee's mother died in 1853, at the
early age of 36, when her son, the subject of this
sketch, was but six years of age. The father married
for his second wife, Sarah M. Gaylord, sister of his
first wife, who well supplied a mother's place. The

father's death occurred just at the outbreak of the




civil war, - when the business of the country
was still suffering from the effects of a re=-
cent financial crisis, - and as a result the
yaa thful Charles H. Lee was thrown practically
upon his own resources.

Nominally, his education was ob-
tained in the public schools of Racine, supple-
mented by the McMynn Academy, then a ﬁell known
institution of our city though of more than local
fame., AS a ﬁatter of fact, however, in his case
" as with men generally who are endowed with a
vigorous mentaiity, his whole 1ife was a period
of self-education through reading, observation
and reflection,

Early determining to make the law
his profession, he entered upon its study in the
office of C. W. Bennett, then a loecal attorney of
Racine, going later to the well known firm of
Tuller & Dyer. Here he had the benefit of associa-
tion with some of the best legal minds of that day,
and acquired the invaluable experience which fell
to the lot of law étudents of that period, namely,
that which came from the then universal practice,
1aboriogs but educative, of writing out pleadings
and legal instruments of all kinds in iong hand,
In this connection it is worthy of note‘that he
remained to the end of his life an exceptionally
fine penman.

After some considerable preparatory
work of this sort, Mr., Lee entered the Albany Law

School from which he graduated in due course, in

1869, and, returning then to Racine, he again comnected
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himself with the firm of Fuller & Dyer, but this
time as office manager., He remained with them in
that capacity for two years, at the end of which
time he formed a co-partnership with the late

John T. Fish under the firm name of Fish & Lee,.

It has been said by him that the only stipulation
they made with each other was this, that no client
who came to them should be denied legal assistance
because he lacked the wherewithal to pay.

A8 a lawyer, Mr., Lee was scrupulous;
ly careful, painstaking and thorough in all his work,
and neat, orderly and systematic in his habits, in
short, a consummately skillful and expert workman,
Invariably, he displayed a keen and almost intuitive
grasp of the legal principlfs applicable to the matter
in hand, and in the drafting of legal documents, or
the writing of business letters, never failed to
express in concise, clear and correct Znglish the -
eXact meaning he intended to convey. So careful and
thorough was he that it is claimed no pleading drawn
by him was ever successfully challenged by demurrer
or other technical defense. He was thoroughly grounded
in the common law, and at the same time wldely read
in matters pertaining to the civil law and in the
history and philosophy of jurisprudence. As a
counsellor he was able, wise and eminently safe and
trustworthy.

His partnership with Fr. Fish lasted
until 1878, and met with deserved success, But Mr.
Lee was never strongly disposed toward general
practice, His health and temperament'?nfitted him

for the shock and stress of forensic battle., Accord-

-‘5-




ingly, in 1898 he gave up this partnérship to
become general counsel for the J. I. Case
Threshing Machine Company, in which position he
continued until 1897, contributing no small
share to that company's success. In that year,
he went abroad for the company, visiting most of
the Turopean countries, but particularly Rel-
gium, Austria-Hungary, Roumania and Russia. Upon
his return the personnel of the Company was changed
and he retired to devote his remaining years mainly
to the care of estates and other business of a
fiduciary nature, and no man ever attained and
held in greater degree the confidence of his c¢lient-
age which was large and influential and imposed upon
him heavy and exacting responsibilities.

¥hen one casts about him and consid-
ers which of the man of his #cquaintance he would
entrust with the handling of his property and the
welfare of those nearest and dearest to him, after
Death shall have taken from him the power of personal
direction, oné is filled with admiration and respect
for our departed brother who handled many millions
of dollare in a fiduciary capacity, without a loss
80 far as is Xnown, and without the faintest suspicion
of irregularity, misappropriation or dishomesty of
any kind, - and who habitually kept the affairs of
his several clients in such systematic and orderly
fashion that when the grim Reaper‘%ummoned him
suddenly from his post, it was the simplest matter in
the world for each to claim and receive that which
belonged to him, without confusion or delay.

But what has thus far been said does

not complete the story of Mr. Lee's service to this
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community. He was district attorney of Racine

County in 1873 and 1874, - was for more than twenty
years a trustee and treasurer of the Taylor Orphan
Asylum, which practically owes its existence today

to his faithful service and financial ability, -

was in large measure responsible for the establishment
of the Racine Public Library, and served as President
of the Library Board from its founding in 1896

until his death.- To this institution toward which

he always felt a warnm interest he gave liberally both
of time and money.

At two separate periods he served as
director of the Manufacturer's National Bank whichn
position he held at the time of his death. The Board
of Directors of that bank, speaking in memoriam of
him, gave utterance to these appropriate and eloquent
words:

-“He wore the ermine of a noble ngturé with
courtly grace and dignified simplicity
and held converse with the wise and good
of all ages in the congenial companionship
of great souls who live again in the mani-
fold volumes of his library. The purity
of his life and the integrity with which
.he discharged every duty and trust enshrine
his memory in each and every heart."

On August 25, 1881, Mr. Lee was united
in marriage to Emily A. Kelley, daughter of James H.
Kelley,, long known as a prominent lumber merchant of
Racine, This union proved a most happy one and their
ompanionship, for a third of a century, illustrated
the ideal marriage 'which results from mutual love énd
respect coupled with congenial tastes and dispositions.

Politically, Mr. Lee was known as a
Democrat but his opposition to that party's program of
free silver led him to vote in 1896 and again in 1900

for william McKinley for President.

Toward religion and charity his mind was
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open and receptive and his support steady and active.
His own mother was an earnest Nethodist, his step-mother
an Episcopalian, and his wife a Presbyterian;- and
thus he became in a sense affiliated with these three
denominations.
| His persomal leanings were toward the
Episcopal church withwhose history and doctrines he
was very familiar and in which he was always deeply
interested.
He long advocated the systematization
of charity and took a prominent part in the organiza-
tion of Racine's efficient Central Association, and he’
also helped to form and maintain the North Side Boys!
Club, which preceded that organization by several years
and the object of which was to interest young boys in
higher ideals and in the practice of the manual arts.
| In 1898 he was appointed by Judge Seaw
man, Referee in Bankruptcy for the Counties of Racine,
Kenosha and Walworth,énd that office he still held
at the time of his death. The appointment came to him
unsolicited and was accepted not because of the importance
of the office or the emoluments attached to it which
were small, but because it enabled him to keep in touch
with the youngermembers of the profession and with at
least one form of active professional work. His admin-
istration of the office was marked by uncompromising
integrity,judicial fairness and sound common sense,
and won general commendation.
Mr. Lee added to thorough learning in
his profession the graces of a refined and generous

scholarship. He was an excellent conversationalist

and delighted in the society of the cultured and witty.

He was fond of the best in literature, was particularly
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interested in biogréphy and thoroughly enjoyed the
hours spent in his well chosen 1ibréry, Toward
younger members of the bar he was unfailingly kiqd,
patient and helpful.

He wrote easily and well, and contri-
buted for his own pleasure, though rather infrequent-
ly, to the periodical press, articles upon subjects
which happened to interest him at the time from a
legal or sociologicai standpoint. He was simple in
nis tastes and refined in his pleasures.

A lawyer of the old school in the
highest sense of the term, a high-minded and distin-
guished gentleman, a justly honored and most useful
citizen, an able financier and a trusted counsellor
and steward, -~ we commend his chaiacter‘and idealé
to the emulation of those younger man who in this

generation are striving to sustain the traditions

and carry on the work of our illustrious profession.
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